
1dynamic

visionary

excellenceWINTER 
 2010-2011

EXPRESSEXPRESS

Inside EXPRESS...

dedicatedinspired
SUPERINTENDENT 

SPEAKS...
iLead CISD

School Board Recognition

The Discussion

The Newsletter of Coppell Independent School District

supportive

The Coppell 
Cowboys Varsity 
Football Team 
had a record-breaking 
2010 season, and went 
to the fourth round in 

the 5A state playoffs.

 

Technology Proficiency Determined 
for 5th and 8th Graders (see page 5)

Valley Ranch Elementary 5th grader Samuel Park  
was selected as the winner of the 2010 CISD 
Holiday Greeting Card Contest. (Pictured with Art Teacher 
Jennifer Torres and Superintendent Dr. Jeff Turner)

These pieces of artwork were selected as runners-
up in the CISD Holiday Card Contest. They were 
featured on the back cover of the card.

Hyun-Ju Song, 5th Grade, Town Center ElementaryInteractiv
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Joy Park, 5th Grade, Austin Elementary

Melis Evlioglu, 2nd Grade, Lakeside Elementary

ONLINE VERSION: 
Clicking on the titles to the 
right will take you to those 
articles "Inside EXPRESS."

All websites listed inside this 
edition are linked to online 
web pages.
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Superintendent Speaks

Board of Trustees (Back, L to R) Thom Hulme, Secretary David Apple, Scott Orr, Vice 
President Anthony Hill  (Front, L to R) Susie Kemp, President Cindy Warner, Bennett Ratliff

School Board Recognition Month Celebrated in January

MISSION
The mission of the Coppell 
Independent School District, as a 
committed and proven leader in 
educational excellence, is to ensure 
our learners achieve personal 
success, develop strong moral 
character, and become dynamic 
leaders and global citizens with 
a zeal for service by engaging 
each individual through innovative 
learning experiences led by a 
visionary staff and progressive 
community.

CISD BOARD MEETINGS
Jan. 24 Feb. 28 Mar. 28
April 25 May 23 June 20

Citizens of Coppell ISD are welcome to attend 
Board of Trustees meetings. Regular meetings 
are held at 6:30 p.m. at the Vonita White Ad-
ministration Building, 200 S. Denton Tap Road. 
Citizens interested in speaking at the meetings 
should contact the superintendent's office at 
214.496.8002. An open forum item is placed on 
each regular meeting's agenda so that citizens 
may address trustees at that time; however, the 
Open Meeting Law prohibits board action on 
such items at that night's meeting.

ADMINISTRATIVE LEADERSHIP
Dr. Jeff Turner, Superintendent of Schools

Melody Paschall, Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum and Instruction

Sid Grant, Assistant Superintendent for  
Business and Support Services

Kelly Penny, Chief Financial Officer

CISD EXPRESS is a National School 
Public Relations Association (NSPRA) 
“Merit” award recipient and a Texas School 
Public Relations Association (TSPRA) “Gold 
Star” and “Best of Category” award winner. 
EXPRESS is published by the Department of 
Communications and Public Relations of the 
Coppell Independent School District, 200 S. 
Denton Tap Road, Coppell, Texas 75019. For 
additional information, phone 214.496.6056 or 
visit our website at www.coppellisd.com.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Cindy Warner (Place 6) .............President
Anthony Hill (Place 3) .....Vice President
David Apple (Place 2) ...............Secretary
Susie Kemp (Place 1) .................. Member
Thom Hulme (Place 4) ............... Member
Scott Orr (Place 5) ....................... Member
Bennett Ratliff (Place 7) ............. Member
Send e-mail to board members from the Trustee 
page on the CISD website or mail letters to the Voni-
ta White Administration Building, 200 S. Denton 
Tap Road, Coppell, Texas 75019. Phone messages 
may be left for board members at 214.496.8002.

This year CISD launched a new, monthly teacher recognition program, SuperTeacher. It highlights teacher-designed 
21st century lessons that engage students in curriculum. Superintendent Dr. Jeff Turner honored the first group of 
SuperTeachers on December 3rd.

Governor Rick Perry has proclaimed January as School 
Board Recognition Month to build awareness and under-
standing of the vital role each school board plays in every 
community. Coppell ISD is joining with other districts 
throughout Texas to “Follow the Leader” and thank our 
Board of Trustees for caring so much about the future of 
our students.

“Our school board members work tirelessly and de-
vote hundreds of hours to provide the leadership that is 
vital to the health and success of Coppell ISD. Setting aside 
time in January is one small way to celebrate their service 
to our community,” said Dr. Jeff Turner, Superintendent. 

Campuses volunteered to provide decorations, post-
ers, and goodie bags on behalf of all CISD students and 
staff to recognize the hard work and contributions of the 
CISD Board of Trustees.

 “iLead CISD” Class Successful 
The Coppell Independent School District recently wrapped-up its series of three mini-leadership classes entitled 

“iLead CISD” for the full-to-capacity class of 30 participating parents and community members.  

According to participant Jacqueline McCoy, “It was 
refreshing to see the enthusiasm of the leaders to engage 
us in conversation and share with us their visions for 
the future of our school district.  Having had one child 
successfully go all the way through the Coppell school 
system and now witnessing his apparent preparedness 
for college, I am of course biased that CISD is in fact one 
of the best school systems in this area.” 

Coppell ISD plans to host an expanded "iLead CISD" 
series in the spring of 2012. In the future, this course will be 
offered in alternating years with the long standing “Adult 
Leadership Coppell” training classes offered by the City of 
Coppell. Topics, course details, and enrollment opportunities 
will begin next fall.  Visit www.coppellisd.com for more 
information.

Led by CISD Board President Cindy Warner and 
Superintendent Dr. Jeff Turner, topics for this year’s mini- 
sessions included: November – “Vision and Leadership,” 
December – “Strategic Plans that Move the District 
Forward” and “The Vital Role of Support Services,” 
and January – “Working Together: Community & State 
Partnerships are Key” as well as a wrap-up. The district’s 
four-fold purpose for hosting the sessions for interested 
parents and community members was to help them: 
1. Gain insight into the operations of the CISD public 

school system  
2. Learn more about committee service opportunities 

within the district 
3. Build potential capacity for future board service  
4. Create a topic bank for future classes  

Since I have been in Coppell ISD, 
I have walked the halls with some of 
the best and brightest teachers and 
students you’ll find anywhere.  This 
year, through the lens of engagement, 
I am approaching my campus visits 
differently and have already seen 
and learned so much.  Recently, I 
completed a student’s full day schedule 
of classes in the Advanced Placement 
(AP) and International Baccalaureate 
(IB) programs at Coppell High School.  
I also became a learner for a day at New 
Tech High @ Coppell. I could not help 
but reflect on the many differences and 
plan to continue with more visits in the 
spring. I will be documenting and sharing my learning 
experiences later this year. 

I mentioned high school classrooms, but I am also 
excited to see the many things going on around the 
district at all grade levels as teachers embrace 21st 
century instructional methods and move away from the 
traditional “stand and deliver” past. CISD has been a 
leader in K-12 public education in Texas for years. In order 
to maintain our status as one of the best in this rapidly 
changing world, we must continue to seek engaging 
ways to make connections with our students and actively 
prepare them for the future. In an effort to highlight this 
level of engagement, I am identifying and recognizing 
SuperTeachers who are helping students go further and 
deeper into the curriculum concepts for longer retention 
of the information.   

The first round of recognitions has begun, and we 
have some exciting lessons to highlight and share across 
the district.  These teachers are doing an extraordinary 
job designing lessons that allow students to connect and 
interact with the content while being creators as well as 
consumers of knowledge.  Join me in congratulating the 
following teachers on being the first in CISD to receive 
SuperTeacher recognition for making learning relevant 
and engaging for students:  Brian Choate/Cottonwood Creek 
Elementary, Cynthia Alaniz/Denton Creek Elementary, Brooke 
Barad/Town Center Elementary, Marly Natherson/Town Center 
Elementary, Tony Quinn/ CMSW, Whitney Neal/CMSE, Jenny 
Proffitt/CMSE, Paige Park/CMSN, Kolby Kerr/NTH@C, Holly 
Anderson/CHS, and Jodie Deinhammer/CHS.

"My Child's 

Going to High 

School...Now What?"

If you are the parent or  

grandparent of an incoming high  

school student, you won’t want to miss 

“The Discussion” in January! 

This month’s hour-long dialogue 

begins at 12:30 p.m. in the  

CHS Lecture Hall 

on Wed., Jan. 19.

With registration coming up, 

let us help you help your child.

http://www.coppellisd.com
http://www.coppellisd.com/ilead
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n	 According to the Texas Education Agency (TEA) state 
accountability ratings for the 2009-2010 school 
year, Coppell ISD received an Exemplary rating, 
an improvement from last year's Recognized rating. 
Only 239 Texas districts earned the coveted rating 
of Exemplary. Thirteen CISD campuses also earned 
Exemplary ratings and one earned the second high-
est rating of Recognized. 

n	 Coppell ISD received 10 Gold Performance 
Acknowledgements (GPAs) for the third consecu-
tive year. Also, all 14 campuses earned a total of 
70 acknowledgments. CISD was one of only 22 
districts in the state to earn 10 or more GPAs. 
CISD earned the following: AP/IB Results (08-09); 
Attendance Rate (08-09); College-Ready Graduates 
(Class of 2009); Commended Reading/ELA, Math, 
Writing and Social Studies; Recommended High 
School Program (RHSP)/DAP (Class of 2009); Texas 
Success Initiative (TSI): Higher Education Readiness 
Component: English Language Arts and Math.

n	 Coppell ISD has again earned the highest financial 
rating, Superior Achievement, within the state’s 
Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas (FIRST) 
accountability system. The district earned a perfect 
score of 80 for the 2008-2009 school year. The 
Executive Summary and scores for each of the 22 
indicators are posted on the district’s website.

n	 The 2010-2011 written report from the Coppell 
ISD Human Resources Department to the Texas 
Education Agency (TEA) announced that 100% of 
all CISD paid teachers and instructional aides met 
the Highly Qualified objectives required under the 
provisions of No Child Left Behind (NCLB). 

n	 Coppell High School 2010 graduates set a new 
district record by earning an average composite 
score of 1714 on the Scholastic Aptitude Test 
(SAT), with a breakdown of 599 in mathematics, 
558 in reading, and 557 in writing. This is a total of 
17 points higher than the 2009 average, including 
a 9 point increase in the writing portion. The SAT 
scores put CISD well above the national and state 
averages of 1509 and 1462 respectively.

DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTSDISTRICT HIGHLIGHTSDISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS
n	 Since 2000, the ACT scores for CISD 

have increased 11%, while the state 
and national averages have re-
mained steady with a slight increase 
in the Texas average. Coppell’s 
composite ACT average of 25.6 is 
the highest in the district’s history. 
56% of the graduating class of 2010 
took the ACT exam with the following 
average scores: English- 25.1 (Texas 
19.7); Mathematics- 26.6 (Texas 
21.4); Reading- 25.5 (Texas 20.8); 
and Science- 24.7 (Texas 20.9).

n	 In 2010, the highest number of 
students in CISD history, 824, took 
Advanced Placement (AP) Exams. 
A total of 3,424 exams were taken 
(also the highest in CISD history) and 
2,580 exams were scored at 3 or higher (a 75% 
passing rate). The most common AP exams taken: 
English Language (11th)- 253; Calculus- 200; 
English Literature (12th)- 188; World History- 157; 
U.S. History- 145; and Macroeconomics- 131.

n	 Six CISD schools were recognized as 2010 Texas 
Business and Education Coalition Honor Roll 
schools: CMS-North, CMS-West, Denton Creek 
Elementary, Lakeside Elementary, Valley Ranch 
Elementary, and Wilson Elementary. Less than 4% 
of the 8,000 public schools in Texas 
made this list.

n	 Coppell Middle School North 
teacher Stephanie Ryon was 
named the secondary state winner of 
the Texas Educators Achieving Class-
room Honors (T.E.A.C.H.) award. The 
annual award was presented by the 
Texas Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development (TX- ASCD) 
which recognized her for her 21st 
century classroom where she uses 
technology to create innovative, 
rigorous, and collaborative learning 
opportunities for students. 

The annual district-wide Turkey Drive, for the North Texas Food Bank, was a 
huge success! A total of 2,708 frozen turkeys was donated, and $4,002 was raised 
through virtual and text donations. This is the equivalent of approximately 3,108 
turkeys from Coppell ISD.

Two New Tech High @ Coppell and 15 Coppell High School students were 
named semifinalists in the 2011 National Merit Scholarship 
Competition. These students will now compete for 8,400 scholarships totaling 
$36 million. Additionally, 28 CISD students were recognized as commended by 
the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. All 45 students’ PSAT scores rank in 
the top 5% of high school seniors.

Board of Trustees President Cindy Warner, CISD Superintendent Dr. Jeff Turner, 
CMS-North Principal Leanne Dorhout, and CMS-North Math Teacher Bianca Coker 
met with Senator John Cornyn during their trip to Washington D.C. for the Intel 
Schools of Distinction Awards.

Great Educators Matter (GEM) is the district’s internal staff recognition program that highlights employees who were noticed by their colleagues for going above 
and beyond the duties for which they are paid. The board honored the first quarter GEMs in November.

n	 The Coppell High School Marching Band earned 
5th place with their show "Life Americana" at the 
2010 U.I.L. State Marching Band Competition in 
San Antonio. Of the state's approximately 250 5A 
schools, only 36 bands qualified to compete at the 
state level.

n	 Cowgirl Cross Country runner Kaleigh Ervin, a 
junior at New Tech High @ Coppell, earned 10th 
place at the State Championship meet in Round 
Rock.

n	 The 2010 Engineering Expo hosted 36 colleges and 
universities, seven military institutions, 15 compa-
nies, and five associations, including Caltech, MIT, 
Vanderbilt, West Point, IBM, and Texas Instruments. 
Over 1,500 were in attendance from across North 
Texas to meet with exhibitors, view demonstrations 
by CHS students, and listen to keynote speaker Russ 
Blink from Armadillo Aerospace.

n	 The Speech and Debate program was recognized 
by the National Forensics League (NFL) as one of the 
top 10% of chapters nationwide for achieving 100 
degrees or more last year. This honor also earned 
CHS a membership seat in the NFL’s prestigious 100 
Club. 

n	 Bill Daggett, Ed.D., CEO of the International Center 
for Leadership in Education and world-renowned 
educational leader, gave a presentation to CISD 
administrators and secondary teachers about the 
importance of creating rigorous learning experiences 
for students through active engagement. 

This fall, 16 pieces of student artwork, from all CISD campuses, were selected to be part of the district's 
new permanent art gallery in the Vonita White Administration Building. The gallery is hanging in the 
hallway next to the CISD Board Room. 

Pinkerton Elementary’s Rova Marimba and Drum Ensemble has been invited to 
perform at the Texas Music Educator Association’s (TMEA) annual convention to be held February 
2011 in San Antonio. 
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Coppell Cowboys Historic Football Season
By Peter Sblendorio

The 2010 season was one of great 
success for the Coppell Cowboys 
football team.

For the first time in school history, 
the Cowboys finished the regular 
season with a perfect 10-0 record. 
In doing so, they were crowned the 
District 7-5A champions for 2010, 
marking the first outright district title 
ever for a Coppell team. 

The Cowboys success  this 
season was a result of their ability 
to dominate on both sides of the 
ball. Due to this, the Cowboys won 
each game during the regular season 
and three more in the post-season by 
double digit scores.

On offense, Coppell seemed 
unstoppable at times, scoring at 
least 31 points in each of their final 
nine regular season games. They were led by tremendous season-long 
performances from senior running back Cam McDaniel, who set a school 
record with 1,906 rushing yards and scored 37 touchdowns, and senior 
quarterback Joe Minden, who threw for 3,436 yards and 30 touchdowns.

Defensively, the Cowboys were just as potent. None of their 10 regular 
season opponents managed to score more than 20 points in a game against 
the Coppell defense, and only five times did an opponent even manage to 
score in the double digits. 

The Cowboys maintained their exceptional level of play into the post-
season, where they won each of their first three matchups against Plano, 
Duncanville, and Midland by at least 17 points. In their fourth round 
match up, the Cowboys came within one defensive stop of knocking off the 
defending champion Trinity Trojans, who are widely regarded as the top 
team in the state, and by many, in the nation.

Behind head coach Joe McBride, the Cowboys turned in the best season 
in the history of the Coppell football program. They provided their fans with 
countless memories, including thrilling home wins against Denton Guyer 
and Southlake Carroll. The Cowboys post-season run into the fourth round 
of the Class 5A Division I state playoffs was the deepest in the history of 
the school.

The 2010 campaign was a record-breaking season for the Cowboys, and 
it is one that will not be soon forgotten.

Peter is a CHS senior and sports writer for The Sidekick newspaper.

New Student Portal Available on 
Texas Assessment Management System

A Student Portal is now available on the Texas Assessment Management 
System through Pearson Access. This portal will provide students and par-
ents with access to their Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) 
scores, including TAKS–Modified (not TAKS–Alt) and the Texas English 
Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS).  

The Portal will have many features for parents and students:
n	 View student assessment results over the course of the student’s 

academic career
n	 Compare individual student TAKS results to the campus, district, and 

state averages
n	 Examine student performance on TAKS, including individual student 

scale scores and objective scores
n	 Examine TELPAS student proficiency ratings, comprehension scores, 

and composite score/rating
To log in to the Student Portal, parents and students will use a Unique 

Access Code and the student’s birth date, as provided on the student’s most 
recent Confidential Student Report. Initially, the only students who will receive 
login materials will be those who participated in the TAKS October Exit Level 
retest. Most students will receive login materials after spring 2011 testing.

The Student Portal is located on the Families tab of the Texas Assessment 
website at www.TexasAssessment.com/students. 

MOSAIC — Marvelous Opportunities 
Scheduled as Individual Courses

Coppell Gifted Association (CGA) will once again offer summer 
enrichment courses as a service to all students in Coppell entering grades 
4-8 in the fall of 2011. The proceeds will be used for teacher training in gifted 
education!

 June 6-10 (9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.)  

August 1-5 (9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.)              

A variety of courses will be offered this summer for students who want 
to explore the subject matter more deeply. MOSAIC is not limited to gifted 
students. For more information and to register, visit www.coppellgifted.org. 
Space is limited.

Get Ready for Camp Invention!
Camp Invention is a week-long summer day experience for students 

entering grades 1-6 in the fall of 2011. This summer will be the fourth con-
secutive year that Coppell has hosted the camp. The two camps will be held 
at Austin Elementary.

June 20-24  (8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.)

July 18-22  (8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.)

Parents can register at www.campinvention.org or by calling 1-800-968-4332. 
Camp Invention is a program produced by the National Inventors Hall 

of Fame® Foundation (the premier not-for-profit organization in America 
dedicated to recognizing, honoring and encouraging invention and creativ-
ity) in cooperation with the United States Patent and Trademark Office.   

photo by Aditi Shrikant

Coppell ISD earned 4.5 out of 5 stars on the new 
Financial Allocation Study for Texas (FAST). Only 129 
out of 1,235 public school districts and charter schools 
earned at or above this level.

   GPA Study Yields Options
Coppell ISD decided to review the Grade Point Average (GPA) 

policy, based on the following questions: 1) would counting or not 
counting elective courses encourage or discourage students from taking 
those courses, and 2) what grading policy would be equally beneficial to 
the top 20% of students as well as the remaining 80%?  Under the chairman-
ship of Todd Kettler, Director of Advanced Academics, a 30 person GPA 
Committee of parents, teachers, students, counselors, and administrators 
was formed to: 1) review the grading scale, 2) discern which courses count 
under the existing policy, 3) determine which courses could or should be 
weighted, 4) research grading policies of other districts, and 5) bring the 
information to the Board before the start of the spring 2011 registration 
period. 

The GPA Committee investigated the grading policies of 24 school 
districts with similar demographics and proximity.   After the almost year-
long study, which included over 20 hours of meeting time, a summary of 
the committee’s top five options was presented to the Board of Trustees. 

Committee Chairman Todd Kettler said, “Our main concern was de-
veloping a policy that would be fair for all students whether they’re in the 
top 10% or the middle of the class. We think we’ve achieved that.”  

Decisions made regarding this policy change will take effect with the 
incoming freshman class of 2011 and will not affect the GPA of current high 
school students.  Visit www.coppellisd.com to view all options.  The Board’s 
final decision had not been made as of press time.   

NEW

http://www.TexasAssessment.com/students
http://www.coppellgifted.org
http://www.campinvention.org
http://www.coppellisd.com/15161081744620733/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=64955
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Coppell High School and New Tech High @ Coppell Offer Choice

Coppell High School
January 5 Course Selection Video Presentation during 4th period classes  CHS
 Course Planning Guides and registration forms distributed
January 6 Junior Presentations in the Lecture Hall through English classes CHS
 6:30 p.m. – Parent college meeting in the Lecture Hall 
January 11 Deadline for current students to return registration forms to 4th period teachers CHS  
January 19 Teachers/Department Heads provide counselors with list of students approved  CHS
 for courses which require applications 
January 20 Junior meetings with parents begin, by appointment, in counselors' offices  CHS
 Freshmen meetings begin with 9th grade counselors
February 8 CMS-West 8th graders visit Coppell High School  CHS 
 6:00 p.m. – Parent meeting   CMS-West
February 9 CMS-North 8th graders visit Coppell High School  CHS
 6:00 p.m. – Parent meeting   CMS-North
February 10 CMS-East 8th graders visit Coppell High School  CHS
 6:00 p.m. – Parent meeting   CMS-East
February 15 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Parent/Student information meetings, curriculum EXPO, CHS
 and IB information meetings for 8th grade students and parents 
February 18 Registration Course Selection Sheet due at middle schools Middle Schools
 Sophomores begin meetings with counselors by class period CHS

April 15 Last day to make course request changes with counselors CHS    

New Tech High @ Coppell

January 18 6:00 p.m. – Info. Meeting/The Story of NTH@C  NTH@C/cafeteria

January 25 6:00 p.m. – Info. Meeting/Instructional Model & Curriculum Overview  NTH@C/cafeteria

February 8 6:00 p.m. – Info. Meeting/A Day in the Life of an NTH@C Learner NTH@C/cafeteria

February 8 CMS-West 8th graders’ Shadow Day at New Tech High @ Coppell NTH@C

February 9 CMS-North 8th graders’ Shadow Day at New Tech High @ Coppell NTH@C

February 10 CMS-East 8th graders’ Shadow Day at New Tech High @ Coppell NTH@C

February 11 Private School Students' Shadow Day at New Tech High @ Coppell NTH@C

February 15 6:00 p.m. – Info. Meeting/Q & A Panel Discussion (Facilitator/Learner) NTH@C/cafeteria

February 26 8:00 a.m. – First come first serve for 50% of freshman spots Buddy Echols Field/
      home entrance

March 11 9:00 a.m. – Lottery for unfilled freshman spots  Service Center

March 25 Commitment letters due from all new NTH@C learners NTH@C office

March 28 Commitment letters sent to existing NTH@C learners NTH@C

April 1 Commitment letters due from existing NTH@C learners NTH@C office

All CISD 5th and 8th grade students will take a Technology Proficiency 
Assessment during the spring 2011 testing window. All current 5th graders will 
take another technology proficiency assessment during their 8th grade year to 
determine if it is necessary for them to take a high school technology course.

8th grade students currently in an approved technology-related course will only 
take the pre-assessment. 

CISD will use the assessment data of all students to drive curriculum decisions. 
Parents and students will be provided assessment reports.

Students with special needs will not take the Standard Technology Proficiency 
Assessment. A customized accommodation will be developed based upon the 
identified needs of individual students.

Technology Proficiency Assessment 
for 5th and 8th Graders

PRE-ASSESSMENT TESTING WINDOW 
January 10 – February 4, 2011

NOT
PROFICIENT

NOT
PROFICIENT

POST-ASSESSMENT
(MAY)

HIGH SCHOOL TECHNOLOGY COURSE REQUIRED
8TH GRADE ONLY

AVAILABLE OPTIONS

Summer 
Course

Online
Course

Course within 
the Regular 
School Year

PROFICIENT

NO POST- 
ASSESSMENT

PROFICIENT

CISD Online and Distance Learning
Online and distance learning is a vital element of 21st century education. 

Coppell ISD has been offering these opportunities for students for several 
years. Recently, the district has expanded the number of online and distance 
learning courses that a student is able to count toward high school graduation.

CISD’s philosophy of online and distance learning is to provide students 
with access to flexible course offerings and innovative programs to meet 
the diverse needs of students in the information-rich environment of the 
21st century.

GUIDELINES:
n	 Students must take at least four courses/two credits per semester at 

Coppell High School or New Tech High @ Coppell. Overall, 16 out of the 
26 courses needed for high school graduation must be taken on campus. 
The “16 courses out of 26” rule will be prorated for transfer students. 
Senior Scholars are the exception to this rule.

n	 During the previous school year, students must have met standard on the 
TAKS test in the subject area of the online course.

n	 9th and 10th grade students are not eligible for a release period. These 
students must be registered for at least seven class periods per day.

n	 The source of the distance learning or Internet course must meet district 
curriculum requirements.

INDIVIDUALIZED LEARNING COURSES ARE DESIGNED FOR:
n	 9th grade students who have extenuating circumstances. Courses will be 

considered on an individual and limited basis.
n	 10th grade students who need to meet prerequisite requirements for pro-

grams such as International Baccalaureate, Engineering and KCBY.
n	 11th and 12th grade students who want more flexibility in scheduling their 

course load.

Students must obtain prior written approval from their counselor 
to earn credit for these courses. A menu of courses is available in the 
counseling office. 

As spring registration approaches, students are beginning to think about 
the 2011-2012 school year and the choices available through both Coppell High 
School and New Tech High @ Coppell. Both CHS and NTH@C will conduct site 
visits for all 8th graders in order to help facilitate a smooth transition to CISD 

high schools while exposing them to all available opportunities. Several 
informational meetings will be held this spring regarding registration. 
See a complete timeline of important dates below.

NEW

The 2011-2012 school calendar will be finalized and 
approved by the CISD Board of Trustees in January. 
To view the new calendar, visit www.coppellisd.com after 
January 24, 2011.
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CISD PARTNERSCISD PARTNERSCISD PARTNERScommunity
involved

Education Foundation Awards Teachers over $26,000 in Innovative Teaching Grants

Benefiting the Students and Staff of  
Coppell Independent School District

2011 Annual Campaign 
________________________________________________________________________
NAME       

________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS                  CITY  STATE             ZIP

________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL        PHONE

Coppell Independent School District Red & Black Attack Campaign Is Back!

 Payment of $_______ enclosed.
 Check made payable to Coppell ISD Education Foundation

 Payment of $_______ will be made 
 by April 1, 2011.

	My company matches my gift
 (Please enclose appropriate documents)

 Please charge $_______ to my:

       VISA         MasterCard

Credit Card # ___________________________

Expiration Date __________________________

Signature: _____________________________

Please return this form with payment to: 200 S. Denton Tap Road, Coppell TX 75019. Your contribution is tax deductible to the extent allowable by law.  Receipts will be issued in compliance with IRS requirements.

 $10,000 +   $2,500  - $4,999   $500 - $999  $100 - $249  
 $5,000 - $9,999  $1,000 - $2,499  $250 - $499  $25 - $99

This fundraising campaign seeks financial support from 
individual donors with an interest in supporting excellence in our 
classrooms. The Red & Black Attack will continue through April 1, 
2011. This important fundraiser contributes significantly to fund 
the Foundation’s innovative and matching grant programs and, 
as a result, has the potential of reaching every student in the 
district. For more information, please contact the CISD Education 
Foundation office at 214.496.6054 or visit the website at 
www.coppellisdef.com.

____________________________________________
NAME TO BE USED FOR ALL RECOGNITION	
 We prefer not to be listed.            

Contributors will receive a yard sign if desired.

 Please do NOT put a sign in my yard.

Visit www.coppellisdef.com to donate online or mail in the form below with your contribution by April 1, 2011 for recognition.

CMS-East history and science students will benefit from Whitney Neal (pictured) and Chris 
Gollner’s $2,500 grant “Building Connections and Making History and Science Come Alive.” 
The funds will allow students to enter a virtual world where they can connect with students in 
other countries through Skype and view online tutorials, reviews and class recordings.

Teachers Tracey Kling (pictured) and Rhonda Pickrell of Pinkerton Elementary 
will use their grant “Lego My Robo” to implement robotics into their classrooms 
using Lego’s educational products WeDo and RCX.

Casey Wagner (pictured) and Shannon Edwards’ students at Town Center Elementary were excited 
to learn they’d received a $5,000 grant entitled “Oh My Stars! Learning in a Starlab Planetarium!” 
This grant will provide the students an experiential learning opportunity in science, social studies, and 
language arts through a portable planetarium that brings abstract concepts to life.

CMS-West teachers Monica Champagne 
and Laila Sanguras (pictured) will use 
their $3,600 grant to purchase camera 
tripods, a green screen and lighting kit, 
Final Cut software, and Macbook Pro 
laptops for use in their Multimedia 
classes.

Today,  educat ion expands 
beyond the four walls of a classroom. 
Students need to be connected to the 
community and the world as they 
grow, learn and prepare for future 
careers. CISD developed the Business 
Education Success Team (BEST), 
which is made up of businesses that 
partner with the district in a variety 
of ways, to assist students and link 
them to the community. 

BEST is designed to be a proactive 
resource to promote reciprocal 
understanding among businesses, 
local organizations, and the school 
community; to create a climate 
for fostering mutually beneficial 
relationships, supporting students 
in the transition from education to 
career; and to bring “added value” to 
the CISD community.

Visit www.coppellisd.com/best to 
learn how to join the ‘BEST’ team in 
town!

CISD
This fall, the CISD Education Foundation awarded 

nine innovative teaching grants totaling $26,111.51. The 
grants will benefit CISD teachers and their students on 
nine campuses. The funds will provide for a several 
programs in various subject areas, including: history, 
reading, science, writing, communication, multimedia, 
and an anti-bullying program.

“We appreciate the community support we receive year 
after year,” said Foundation President Carmen Vlahos. 
“We’ve been able to fund grants totaling $709,000 to the 
schools since 2000. It’s so rewarding to see the excitement 
and enthusiasm of the students and teachers and to know 
it all supports the CISD mission of excellence in education. 
We look forward to continued support through the RED & 

BLACK ATTACK!”
 The Foundation’s RED & BLACK ATTACK annual 

community fundraising campaign has begun and will 
continue through April 1. Funds raised during the 
campaign will help contribute to matching funds grants, 
which principals can apply towards campus initiatives. 
Each year the Foundation honors students and teachers 
at the annual Student/Teacher Academic Recognition 
Banquet, which is set for Tuesday, May 3. To sponsor a 
student or table or to learn more about how the CISD 
Education Foundation is helping students across the 
district, call the Education Foundation Development Office 
at 214.496.6054 or visit www.coppellisdef.com.

Coppell High School 
took on Trinity High 
School (Euless) in the 
quarterfinal game of 
the 5A state football 
playoffs. More than 
12,000 fans attended 
the game and 99,030 
watched the live 
broadcast of the game 
on TXA-21/KTVT.

http://www.coppellisd.com/best
http://www.coppellisdef.com
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preparedready
2011 AP Exam Dates

Advanced Placement Exams will be given May 2-6 and May 9-13 at 
Coppell High School. Late testing will be held May 18-20. Exam scores will 
be released in mid-July to students, colleges, and high schools.

Semester  (Secondary)
January 18 - February 25 ...........................24 days
February 28 - April 15 ................................30 days
April 18 - June 3 ..........................................34 days

Grading Periods
9 Week (Elementary)
January 24 - March 31 ................................ 39 days
April 1 - June 3 ............................................ 45 days

School Closings Due to Weather
In the event school must be cancelled due to 
inclement weather, the decision to close will be 
made between 6:00-6:30 a.m.  Please do not call the 
district, schools, or the Transportation Dept.  All 
information will be posted on the CISD website 
(www.coppellisd.com), or you can call the CISD 
voice mail system at 214.496.8901 or tune in to one 
of the following radio or television stations:
KDFW-TV  Channel 4
KXAS-TV  Channel 5
WFAA-TV  Channel 8
KTVT-TV  Channel 11

KRLD Radio 1080 AM
WBAP Radio  820 AM
The Mix 102.9 FM 
KissFM  106.1 FM 

H  Holiday P  Professional
Staff Development

Foundation 
Banquet

W  Weather 
Day

Board 
Meeting

[ ]

( )

The Edge  102.1 FM 
KZPS  92.5 FM 
La Preciosa  97.1 FM 

CALENDARCALENDARCALENDAR

Important Dates
January 3 .........................  Professional Staff Dev.
January 17 .......................  Professional Staff Dev.
March 7-11 ............... Texas Public Schools Week
March 14-18 ......................................Spring Break
May 3.............. Ed. Found. Recognition Banquet
May 30......................................................  Holiday
June 3 .................................... Last Day of  Classes
June 3 ........ NTH@C Graduation, IBC, 2:00 p.m.
June 4 ...............................  Professional Staff Dev.
June 4 ............. CHS Graduation, UNT, 2:00 p.m.

Graduation CISD Day at 
the Ballpark

Gifted and Talented Testing
CISD will host Gifted and Talented Testing for secondary students on March 

26, 2011 (time and location TBA). Applications are available from your school 
counselor and the deadline to apply is March 11, 2011. Make-up testing will 
be March 28, 2011. 

Coppell ISD is now on Twitter and Facebook. 
Follow us to get additional information, view photos, 
and stay connected.
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2010-2011
TAKS/TAKS-M Testing Schedule

*Dates Subject to Change by TEA  

Test Date TAKS/TAKS-M Report Date
March 1 (Tues.) Grade 4 Writing May 18-25
 Grade 7 Writing 
 Grade 9 Reading 
 Grade 10 ELA 
 Exit Level ELA 
April 4 (Mon.) Grade 5 Math April 22
 Grade 8 Math
April 5 (Tues.) Grade 5 Reading April 22
 Grade 8 Reading 
April 26 (Tues.) Grade 3 Math May 18-25
 Grade 4 Math
 Grade 6 Math 
 Grade 7 Math 
 Grade 10 Math 
April 27 (Wed.) Grade 3 Reading May 18-25  
 Grade 4 Reading 
 Grade 6 Reading 
 Grade 7 Reading 
 Exit Level Math 
April 28 (Thurs.) Grade 5 Science May 18-25
 Grade 8 Science 
 Grade 9 Math 
 Grade 10 Science 
 Exit Level Science 
April 29 (Fri.) Grade 8 Social Studies May 18-25
 Grade 10 Social Studies 
 Exit Level Social Studies 

NOTE: A complete Student Assessment Calendar including re-test dates 
is posted on the CISD website at www.coppellisd.com

Preparation Leads to Test Success
CISD offers Prepare and Succeed courses, in partnership with Knowsys Test 

Prep, for the SAT and ACT exams. During each course, students will take two 
full-length SAT practice exams, be given a complete report of their strengths 
and weaknesses, and receive 33 hours of direct instruction from SAT prep 
professionals. Courses will be taught at CHS.

Session 3: January 25, 2011 – March 8, 2011
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m. at CHS
Registration deadline: January 14, 2011
Late Registration: January 24, 2011

Session 4: March 23, 2011 – May 4, 2011
Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m. at CHS
Registration deadline: March 11, 2011
Late Registration: March 22, 2011

The cost of each Prepare and Succeed course is $600, if registered by the 
deadline, or $650 for late registration. To register, download the form from the 
CISD website and return it to Jackie DeVault at the Vonita White Administration 
Building, 200 S. Denton Tap Road. Make checks payable to Knowsys Test Prep.

Summer Session Information: Visit the SAT section of the CISD website 
at www.coppellisd.com for updates.

Get Ready for 2011 Summer School
Elementary Summer School will be held June 13 – July 21, Monday through 

Thursday (location TBA).
Secondary Summer School will be offered June 20–July 21, Monday through 

Thursday at Coppell High School. For high school courses, students may earn 
one credit or two half credits. For middle school courses, students can make 
up as many as two core courses. ESL Newcomers classes will be from 8:00 
a.m.–11:00 a.m.

For additional Summer School information and update, visit these CISD 
website links: Elementary and Secondary

NT CHS

http://www.coppellisd.com/151610710172023467/lib/151610710172023467/2010_2011_TAKS_Test_Schedule.pdf
http://www.coppellisd.com/151610710172023467/blank/browse.asp?A=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=54175
http://www.coppellisd.com/152220226144028230/site/default.asp
http://www.coppellisd.com/151720114975593/site/default.asp
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Coppell Independent 
School District

200 S. Denton Tap Road
Coppell, TX 75019

214.496.6000
www.coppellisd.com

Schools in the Coppell Independent 
School District are accredited by 
the Texas Education Agency. 
CISD is an equal opportunity 
e m p l o y e r  a n d  d o e s  n o t 
discriminate on the basis of 
national origin, race, creed, age, 
sex, or disability.

Martha Brown
 2nd Grade

Denton Creek Elementary

Stacey Harris
Kindergarten

Cottonwood Creek Elementary

Crystal Wheatley
4th Grade

Mockingbird Elementary

Jan Ridley
3rd Grade

Wilson Elementary

Cindy Bladl
Physical Education

Lakeside Elementary

Liz Malone
5th Grade

Austin Elementary

Rhonda Pickrell
5th Grade

Pinkerton Elementary 

Marly Natherson
5th Grade

Town Center Elementary

Nadya Gulam
5th Grade

Valley Ranch Elementary

available
responsive informative Teachers of the YearTeachers of the YearTeachers of the Year

Sandy Stubblefield
8th Grade Spanish 1 Pre-AP

 CMS-North

Irma Kennedy
Video Technology/KCBY & Emerg-
ing Media and Communications 

(EMAC) Academy, CHS

Coppell High School 

Chris Gollner
8th Grade Science

CMS-East

Kim Wootton
Forensic Science, Anatomy & 
Physiology, and AP Biology 
New Tech High @ Coppell

Sharon Pyburn
Special Education and  
Life Skills, CMS-West

Honoring the 2010-2011 Campus 
Teachers of the Year

The Campus Teachers of the Year featured here 
were nominated by their peers and named 
as “Teacher of the Year” in early December 
2010. They have a combined total of 187 
years of teaching experience in an array 
of grade levels and subject areas, includ-
ing over 100 years at Coppell ISD. They 
will be recognized publicly by the Board 
of Trustees on January 24, 2011, at the 
CISD Education Foundation’s Student/
Teacher Academic Recognition Banquet 
on Tuesday, May 3, 2011, and again by the 
Texas Rangers at the Ballpark in Arlington 
during “Coppell ISD Day at the Ballpark” 
on Monday, May 9, 2011.
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