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Coppell High School
Counseling Department
CHS Students,
College: A match to be made, not a prize to be won. That simple adage is an excellent
guide as you move through the college application process. Finding the right fit for you is
what is important. That could be one school or several. We have created this handbook to
help you achieve that goal. Read it thoroughly and use it as a guide as you explore your
various options.
Where do you start? Talk with your family. Have discussions as to what will be feasible
options for you. A caveat, don’t eliminate colleges at the beginning of the process based on
money. You want to have options as to cost, but apply to schools that you feel are a good
fit and see what financial aid packages they offer to help you attend their school.
Secondly, be sure and pay attention to the College Admission Continuum calendar on
pages 4 and 5. It is a good overview of what you need to be doing each year of high school
to be ready to take the next step. There are over 4,000 colleges/universities. You will not
be able to explore each and every one but following that calendar and using this guide will
help you narrow those down to find a good fit.
During this whole process, use Major Clarity or CollegeBoard. Major Clarity is a new
web-based service for CISD Students. It is designed to assist you in college and career
planning. CollegeBoard is a comprehensive website that you can use to help in making
decisions about two and four year colleges.
Please contact us if there is anything we can do or questions we can answer.
We look forward to working with you.
CHS Counselors
A - Cham
Ms. Cheryl Abreu
Chan - Gow
Mrs. Laura McMillin
Goy - Kiv
Mr. Michael Kennington
Kiw - Nah
Ms. Kelly Guevara
Nai - Roc
Mrs. Lindsey Oh
Rod - Som
Ms. Ann Cinelli, Lead
Son - Z
Mr. Keith Tremethick

cabrue@coppellisd.com
lmcmillin@coppellisd.com
dmkean@coppellisd.com
kguevara@coppellisd.com
loh@coppellisd.com
acinelli@coppellisd.com
ktremethick@coppellisd.com
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AND
ADDITIONAL
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Spring

1) Visit colleges as you
travel
2) Register on-line with
colleges to receive info,
brochures, etc.
3) Look for summer
programs in areas of
interest and/or schools you
are interested in
4) Attend CISD college fair

Fall

SOPHOMORE

Spring

Fall

JUNIOR

Spring

Fall

SENIOR

Spring

1) Visit colleges
2) Register on-line
with colleges to
receive info,
brochures, etc.
3) Attend CISD
college fair

1) Look for summer
programs
2) Take career /
interest inventories in
Major Clarity

1) Visit colleges
2) Attend college
representative visits
at school and in area
3) Attend CISD
college fair

1) List possible
colleges in
CollegeBoard.com
2) Visit colleges
3) Look at College
Essay Questions
4) Look for summer
programs

1) Visit colleges
2) Finalize list
3) Attend college rep.
visits at CHS and in
area
4) Attend CISD
college fair
5) Apply

Oct – PSAT

ACT / SAT if you want
to bolster junior year
PSAT score and/or you
are anxious about the
test

Oct – PSAT , great
practice for SAT .
One school based SAT
for free in Spring of
Junior year.

1) ACT – Spring Test
2) SAT (Spring date
for school based test)

ACT / SAT if want to
try for higher score
for admissions or for
some school
scholarships

Register with
Raise.me &
Goingmerry.com

1) Research college
scholarships

1) October –
Complete the
FAFSA.ed.gov
2) College
scholarships
3) Fastweb.com &
GoingMerry, Major
Clarity sch. searches

1) Local scholarships
Posted by Counseling
department

1) Aug thru Nov
Rolling Admission
2) November Early
Action / Early
Decision

1) Jan 1 to 15 - Many
Regular Decision due
2) May 1 - Reply date
to colleges

CHS pays for exam

Build Your Portfolio

Many private scholarships request information about community
service, school involvement, grades, leadership, and work experience –
the same categories for which colleges are looking.

1) Visit colleges

Academics: Take as rigorous a class load with which you can be successful. Focus on Rigor is subjects you would like to major in. The first thing colleges look at is
what you took versus what you could have taken, and then how well you did. It is very important to do this throughout high school including a strong senior year.
Additional: Extracurricular Activities / Community Service / School Involvement is VERY important. For activities and clubs it is not just being a member of a group
but what did you do and were you involved over a length of time, i.e. more than one year. This Quality over Quantity when it comes to Community Service and
School Involvement.

College Admission Calendar
JUNIOR YEAR
SEPTEMBER
●
●

Attend the CISD College fair held at CHS. Over 200 colleges annually attend the fair. It is a great place to research
schools and meet college representatives.
If you are a student on a 504/IEP be sure to submit your testing accommodation request for ACT/SAT through our
testing coordinator.

OCTOBER
●

Take the PSAT/NMSQT. The 2021 test will be given on October 13. Look for information on the CHS website and in
the announcements at the start of the school year.

NOVEMBER
●

Sign up for the School-Day SAT, information on the CHS Website in the Fall.

DECEMBER
●

●

PSAT results along with the actual test book are usually distributed prior to winter break. Use this information to
evaluate what you need to work on to score your best on the SAT this spring. The correct answer will be on the
results sheet along with an access code (upper right-hand corner) that lets you get on-line and receive further
information about your results.
Research possible college choices – start this if you have not already done so. This is the perfect time to ask
questions about the college process. Collegeboard has a great college search tool within your account. Log-in
Information provided in PSAT score booklet. Major Clarity is another resource to research colleges.

JANUARY
●

All students should take the SAT and/or ACTin the spring. Students will need to register and pay for the ACT
themselves. There is one school based SAT in March. See the page in this handbook on ACT/ SAT to see the benefits
of taking the SATat certain times in the spring.

FEBRUARY
●
●

Visit colleges – You have two excused college visit days each year. The form you need to take with you is on the CHS
Counseling Website. It does not need to be signed off on by CHS prior to going but must be returned to the
attendance office immediately upon your return.
View College Visit list on the CHS Website and Major Clarity. Visit with the admissions officers that come to
Coppell High School.

APRIL/MAY
●
●
●

Take AP/IB tests for any AP course. Registration for AP tests is done on-line and starts in the fall. IB registration is
done through the IB coordinator. College credit may be awarded based upon scores of these exams. Each college
will have their own rules as to what scores are needed.
Ask teachers for letters of recommendation. We recommend 2 teachers who know you best throughout high
school.
Meet with your CHS Counselor!

JUNE
●
●
●

Visit college campuses
If you are considering playing Division I or II sports in college, register with the NCAA Clearinghouse at
www.eligibilitycenter.org. See the page “NCAA Division I and II Eligibility'' in this handbook for more information
on what all needs to be done which includes sending a six-semester transcript to the NCAA.
Narrow your college list to those that you will actually apply to in the fall of your senior year.

College Admissions Calendar
SENIOR YEAR
JULY/AUGUST
●
●
●
●

Narrow your college list to those that you will actually apply to in the fall of your senior year.
July - ApplyTexas opens. Create an account if applying to TX schools through ApplyTexas. We
recommend using Apply Texas for Texas Public 2 & 4 year schools.
August - Common App opens. Create an account, if using Common App for Applications.
Create accounts on other platforms Coalition, school specific applications etc.

SEPTEMBER
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Meet with your CHS Counselor to answer any questions and guide you through the process.
If applying to a Common App school for a November deadline your Counselor Recommendation
Request is due no later than September 15. The information is on the CHS Website and available via
email from your counselor.
Check for scholarships at school(s) in which you are interested.
You and a parent get a Federal Student Aid ID at www.StudentAid.gov/fsaid so that when you
complete the FAFSA in October for federal aid you’ll be able to sign the application electronically.
Register for fall ACT/SAT if you need to improve your scores for admission and/or scholarships.
Attend College Night at CHS.
Attend college representative sessions here on campus for colleges that
interest you.
Attend college open houses at their campuses when possible. You have two
excused college visit days each year. The form you need to take with you
that is on the CHS Website. It does not need to be signed by CHS prior to
your visit, just return the form signed by your college to your attendance
office when you return.

OCTOBER
●

●

Complete the FAFSA at www.fafsa.ed.gov. This is the basis for all federal aid such as Pell Grants and
Work Study. Make sure you use this website because others that end in .com will charge money for
this free service. This form in previous years was not available until January; doing now will help
greatly.
Attend the FAFSA Student/Parent Presentation at CHS.

NOVEMBER
●
●

If applying to a Common App school with a January deadline your Counselor Recommendation
Request is due no later than November 15. The information is on the CHS Website and available via
email from your counselor.
Register for CSS Profile at www.collegeboard.org if required for financial aid by a school you may be
attending. You will not fill it out at this time but you must register with the College Board ahead of
time with at least one school that will require it. To find out if a school requires a CSS Profile use this
list.

DECEMBER
●

Look for chances to talk to college students home for the holidays, especially if they attend a school in
which you are interested.

JANUARY
●

Make sure you are meeting all financial aid and scholarship deadlines. Most larger universities will
have a financial aid deadline in February/March. Be sure to research each school to which you are
applying so you don’t miss any deadlines.

3/12/2021

FEBRUARY/MARCH
●

Many local scholarships are available at this time. Check with churches, civics groups, places of
employment, etc. Goingmerry.com & Raise.me are great scholarship sites. We will also post LOCAL
Scholarships during this time. They will be in the scholarship list as “local…..”.

APRIL
●

Most regular decision college admission letters will arrive.

MAY
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Reply to college acceptance letters no later than May 1. Let all the colleges that accepted you know
whether or not you will be attending.
If your first choice college places you on their waiting list, do not lose all hope. Some students are
admitted at a later date from waiting lists. Go ahead and accept another offer, then if you are selected
off the waitlist you can make a decision at that time.
Thank your teachers for letters of recommendation!
Take AP tests for any AP course. Scores on the test range from 1–5. A score of 3 or higher will earn a
student college credit at many universities. Google AP Credit Policy to search colleges for their list of
credits awarded.
Take IB tests. Scores range from 1-7. Some schools will award college credit based upon test scores
and/or IB diploma.
You may send one final CHS transcript to a college – the one you will attend. Also be sure to send that
school a North Lake transcript if you have any credits from them.
Final Transcripts get sent through PARCHMENT - there is a fee for your Final Transcript.

JUNE/JULY
●

Register for classes – many schools will have you do that on-line, some will have summer orientation
programs for you to attend and others will have you register in the fall.

3/12/2021

Post High School Options
Colleges offer a four-year program in the arts and sciences usually leading to a Bachelor of Arts

(BA) or a Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in a major field of study such as English, chemistry,
business, etc. These schools are usually, but not always, the small liberal arts “regular decision”
schools. Colleges may also offer degrees in pre-professional areas such as law, theology and
medicine which then require that a student continue with advanced study in a graduate school or a
medical school. Students could also move on to a university to obtain a masters or doctorate degree.

Universities offer both four-year undergraduate degrees and graduate study. After earning a

bachelor’s degree, students may continue their education either at this school or at another by
seeking a masters degree and then a doctorate if desired. These schools are usually, but not always,
larger public schools, i.e. “University of….”

Junior Colleges or Two Year Colleges offer a two-year degree which is the equivalent
of the first two years of the regular college program. Students may then transfer to a four-year
school, usually as a junior.

Community Colleges offer two kinds of programs: “college transfer” and “career.” Students

in the “college transfer” program will take traditional freshman and sophomore college courses and
then transfer to a four-year school. This can be a good option as community colleges cost much less
than four-year colleges, thus saving money for the first two years. Students in the “career” track
study specialized areas such as computers, real estate, nursing, etc.

Specialized Schools or Technical Schools offer programs in areas such as hair

styling, music, computers, graphics, etc. Students do not receive the liberal arts part of a college
curriculum but are trained for a specific career.

Military Academies offer a four year course of study

leading to a bachelor's degree and a commission as an officer in
the military. See more information about this later in this
handbook under “Military Option.”

Military Service in any branch offers a wide variety of

training opportunities for qualified persons both while in the
service and after the service obligation is completed.

Apprenticeship Training is where an employer agrees to teach someone the skills

necessary for a certain job and to give on-the-job experience. This program may or may not require
related technical instruction at a school. At the end of the apprentice period the trainee becomes a
journeyman or a qualified craftsman. Examples of careers in this area are: electrician, plumber,
construction, etc.

College Admissions Terminology
ROLLING ADMISSION
Applications are processed as they are received and students are notified of admission status usually within 3-4 weeks.
While deadlines for most of these schools may extend well into the spring or the summer it is important to make sure
that a student has at least applied by the school’s financial aid deadline. Schools in this category in Texas will use the
ApplyTexas application described in this handbook with schools outside of Texas usually having their own application.
Most of these applications including the ApplyTexas application are available starting July 1.

REGULAR DECISION
Applications are to be filed by a set deadline. These deadlines typically run from November 1 through January 1 with a
few as late as March 1. Decisions from these colleges are mailed to applicants by a set date, usually April 1. Students
must respond back to each college to which they were accepted by May 1 as to whether or not they will be coming in the
fall. Most schools in this category will use the Common Application described later in this handbook. The Common
Application is not available until August 1. Don’t fill it out earlier or you will be completing the previous year’s version.

EARLY DECISION
(some Regular Decision schools also use this) - This is a binding contract. Only one such application may be pending. If accepted,

a student must attend that school. A conference must be held with student, parent and counselor prior to applying.
Because of the obligation to attend if accepted, this option is not a very common one for most students, as a student is
obligating himself prior to having definitive knowledge about financial aid and potential scholarships.

EARLY ACTION
(many Regular Decision schools also use this) - Unlike Early Decision, this process is not binding and thus is a very common

approach to applying to schools that employ this method. It is the same process with the same results as Regular
Decision but a student finds out a decision by winter break instead of waiting until April 1. Students still have until May 1
to reply to colleges just as under Regular Decision. The deadline for Early Action applications is typically November 1.
Students may apply to one or several schools using Early Action.

RESTRICTED EARLY ACTION
(also called single-choice early action) – There are two forms of this.

●
●

Schools that allow students to apply only to their Early Action program. At the time of the printing Yale, Stanford,
Princeton and Harvard are the only schools using this method.
Students may apply to other Early Action programs but cannot apply Early Decision to another school. The two
schools using this method are Boston College and Georgetown.

The following chart summarizes the various options described above. Be sure to check with each school to which you are
applying to confirm their deadlines.

Rolling Admission
Regular Decision
Early Decision
Early Action
Restricted Early Action

3/22/21

Apply By

Open
1/1 to 2/15
11/1 to 12/1
11/1 to 12/1
11/1 to 12/1

Receive Decision

3-4 Weeks
4/1
12/15
12/15
12/15

You must reply

5/1
5/1
When accepted
5/1
5/1

Automatic Admission Schools
The following information is what each school requires for automatic acceptance to its institution. Students that do not fit these criteria are looked at
individually in regards to admissions. Keep in mind that all of the following information is from each school’s website and/or viewbook and is subject to
change. This information is compiled to use as a reference point. Be sure to check each school in which you are interested to verify the information
and for possible changes. College GPAs reported below are on a 4.0 unweighted scale and usually include only a student’s four basic classes plus
foreign language.
The Coppell Independent School District does not rank students except for the top 10% as is required by state law. We will not provide ranks for
students outside the top 10% Most highly competitive high schools across the nation, like CHS, do not rank. In these situations, colleges will apply
their own ranking scale for students based upon a student’s GPA and ACT/SAT along with a history of CHS students at that school.

Arkansas
Arizona State University
Houston
Kansas
Kansas State
Louisiana State
Missouri
Nebraska
North Texas
Oklahoma State
Stephen F. Austin
Texas - Arlington
Texas - Austin
Texas – Dallas
Texas - San Antonio
Texas A & M
Texas State
Texas Tech

●
●
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ACT

SAT

GPA

20
24

930
1180

21
21
22
24
20

980
980
1030
1160
950

3.0

21

980

3.0

26

1200

3.0
3.0

Rank
Top 25%
Top 10%

Top 50%
Top 10%
Top 10%
Top 25%
Top 6%
Top 10%
Top 25%
Top 10%
Top 10%
Top 10%

ACT/SAT + GPA
Or top 25% with 1000 SAT or 21 ACT; top 50% with 1100 or 24
+ 3.25 on 4.0 Kansas core GPA scale + 2.5 overall
+ 2.50 on 4.0 Kansas core GPA scale + 2.0 overall
ACT/SAT + GPA of 19 core courses
Any one of the items to the left
Or top 25% + 20/950, top 50% + 23/1050, top 75% + 26/1180
GPA is from 15 core courses they specify
Or top 25% + 17/850 or top 50% + 20/950
Or top 50% + 22 ACT / 1050
Top 6%, Holistic review for students outside of top 6%
One of the three to the left
Or top 50% + 24/1100; committee review after that
Or top 25% + 30 or 1300 with minimums on subtests
Or top 25% + 20/1000;; top 50% + 22/1090; top 75% + 26/1250
Or top 25% + 25/1140; top 50% + 28/1230; top 75% + 29/1270

GPA’s are on a 4.0 Scale.
Most private (regular decision) schools do not have auto admit guidelines. They review each application and make a determination from that.

Regular Admission Schools
Regular Decision schools have set deadlines for Admissions (Early Action, Early Decision, Regular Decision
etc). These schools don’t have set criteria by which they evaluate applicants. They look at the pool of
applicants and then decide which students they want to invite for the coming year. Thus, a student will need
to look at things such as the middle 50% of SAT/ACT scores, average GPA’s, etc. to help determine their
chances of admission.
All of the following information is from various sources and is subject to change. First in importance to
schools is what coursework a student took versus what he/she could have taken and how he/she did in those
courses. Next in importance is performance on the SAT/ACT. Test scores are not and GPA are not an
“end-all-be-all” for Regular Decision Schools. Community Engagement, School Leadership, Essays and
Resume are also factors in admissions decisions. There is much more to consider than just “where can I get
in.” An extensive list of factors students might use in evaluating schools is on the page titled Factors in
Selecting a College.
State

Abilene Christain U
Austin College
Baylor
Rice
SMU
Southwestern
TCU
Trinity University
U of Dallas
Auburn University
Boston University
Brown
Cornell
Cal Berkeley
Harvard
Loyola – New Orleans
UCLA
Northwestern
Emory
Pepperdine
UC Boulder
Purdue
Vanderbilt
Wash U – St Louis
Duke University
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TX
TX
TX
TX
TX
TX
TX
TX
TX
AL
MA
RI
NY
CA
MA
LA
CA
IL
GA
CA
CO
IN
TN
MO
NC

SAT Middle 50%

Cr. Rdng
460-580
540-660
550-650
690-770
630-710
530-650
530-630
580-690
590-700
530-620
650-720
660-750
630-730
720-750
690-790
590-630
570-710
670-750
630-730
540-650
520-640
520-630
670-760
690-780
720-770

Math
470-580
550-660
570-660
760-800
650-750
540-650
550-650
580-680
540-660
560-640
690-790
680-770
670-770
650-790
700-800
560-610
590-760
690-780
680-780
560-680
550-670
520-710
690-770
710-780
760-800

Avg
GPA
4.0
scale

3.52
3.51

3.6
3.7
3.65
3.7
3.74
3.75

3.88

4.0
3.84
3.65
3.5

4.0

Grad Rate %

4 yrs
48
72
65
84
75
67
58
70
60
48
67
83
87
91
87
47
84
86
82
70
69
76
85
86
85

6 yrs
62
72
78
93
81
69
83
76
71
79
88
95
93
93
97
62
91
93
90
81
82
83
91
93
94

Student
/Faculty
Ratio

% Freshmen
Returned Soph.
Year

14:1
12:1
13:1
6:1
11:1
12:1
13:1
9:1
11:1
20:1
10:1
9:1
9:1
19:1
7:1
11:1
18:1
7:1
9:1
13:1
16:1
13:1
8:1
7:1
6:1

79
78
88
98
91
86
91
92
85
91
94
98
97
97
98
88
96
98
95
93
92
85
97
97
98

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS STATISTICS
The following chart is from the National Association for College Admission Counseling
(NACAC) 2019 State of College Admission report. The numbers refer to the percent of
admissions counselors who rated that area considerable, moderate or limited in its importance
in the college admission process. The most important area is how well students perform in high
school classes. Note that the five most important items are all controlled by the student.
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Steps in the College Process

SPRING OF JUNIOR YEAR
Take Entrance Exams

Take both the SAT and ACT in the spring of your junior year. There is not any way to predict which test will be best for a
particular student. You may retake one or both again in your senior year. Schools will use only the highest score you receive.
Always send all scores when you take a test. Some schools will “superscore” meaning they use your best score for each
section from multiple tests to compile a new total. Others will superscore for scholarships only, and some will use the highest
score on an individual section for a scholarship even if they don’t use that test administration for admission purposes.

Gather Information

By the middle of summer prior to the senior year, students should have gathered information about several colleges. There
are many factors for you to consider which are listed on the “Factors in Selecting a College” page in this handbook. Factors
that a college admissions office may consider in evaluating an applicant include: high school curriculum, grades, admission
test scores, rank, essay, recommendations, interview, community service, work, summer activities, school involvement and
leadership.

Research Money
●
●
●

Federal - www.tinyurl.com/FAFSAEstimate - get a feel for what Pell Grants, Work Study, etc. may be
School – Check their scholarships and do their “Net Price Calculator,” every school has one
Raise.me - a fantastic resource for estimated Merit Aid and Grants

Narrow Your Choices

By the beginning of the senior year, students should know what schools to which they are applying; this may include a Dream
School (a reach), a Good Bet School (good school/good match), and a Safety Net School (sure thing). It is important to
consider the degree of difficulty in getting into a particular school. Do not apply to only “Dream Schools”; it is important to
have other options in case a dream school does not work out. A basic checklist for college selection is:
● Does the college offer the program I want to study?
● Do I have a good chance to be admitted?
● Can my family manage the costs?
● Is the location an acceptable distance from home?

FALL OF SENIOR YEAR
Apply for Admission

The process of applying for admission varies from one college to another. It is your responsibility to know the steps and
deadlines. At a minimum, applying means sending an application form, high school transcript and entrance exam scores to
the college. Schools may also request recommendations, a resume, an essay, an interview, etc. Know what is required and be
prepared well before any deadlines.

Apply for Money

Do this at the same time as you are applying for admission. Over 90% of financial aid comes from either the federal
government or from the school you will be attending. Fill out the FAFSA in October to access money from the government. A
school’s website will list what they have available; some will have fall deadlines.

Accept Offer of Admission

Most colleges have a deadline of May 1 for the student to let them know that he/she is coming. Typically, the student returns
a commitment card and sends an admissions deposit as well. You may wait until this date to notify the colleges, but as soon as
you do decide, let them know so that you can make your housing deposit. You must also inform the other schools to which
you were accepted that you are not coming.

Apply for Housing

Many colleges require on-campus living for freshman students, it is important to know the procedure for housing
arrangements at the school of your choice. An application form and a deposit are usually necessary. The earlier you make the
housing deposit, the more housing options you will probably have.

Register for Courses

This will be either a registration process on-line in the summer, a summer orientation program during which you will select
your fall schedule or during the fall when you arrive on campus.

4/8/2021

ACT / SAT

Always take a picture ID with you

When you register for either test, you must indicate your high school code. Coppell’s is 441485. This has to be inputted in order
for Coppell to receive your scores. It is recommended that students take both the ACT and SAT. All colleges will accept either and
use a conversion chart to compare the two test score results. See which test you score best on and then retake it, if desired. Most
students will score better the second time to some degree. Research shows that 2 out of 3 students in the class of 2018, a total of
63%, increased their SAT score by taking the test more than once. Be aware that some schools will superscore for one or both
tests meaning they will take your best score for each area and compute a new composite. Some schools will superscore or use a
best sub-score for scholarships even if not for admission thus it may be beneficial to send more than one test result to a college;
when in doubt send all results. There is not any down side to schools having all test information. They have repeatedly told us they
are looking for ways to admit students not exclude them.

Preparation
For the SAT, the website www.khanacademy.org is a great test preparation site. The best study books are by the two testing
companies - The Real ACT Study Guide and The Official SAT Study Guide. The best test-prep program, however, is taking as strong a
course load with which a student can be successful and then doing well in those classes.

What is Tested - Always take the ACT plus Writing as opposed to just the ACT. If you do not take the writing portion and later
apply to a school that requires it, you will have to retake the entire test. The ACT consists of an English, math, reading and science
test. You will receive a score for each area plus a composite score.
Scoring - Students and colleges receive your ACT score based upon the 1-36 point scale for the ACT whether or not you take the
writing test. If you also take the writing test, it will be reported as a separate score on a 2-12 scale but is not part of the composite
score. There is no deduction for wrong answers (no penalty for guessing).
When to Take - The December, April and June tests offer the Test Information Release (TIF) (an additional fee) which, in
addition to your scores, provide you with the questions and answers from the test which can be used for future preparation. It
may be ordered after you test.
How to Register - Go to www.actstudent.org. If you are on free or reduced lunch, you may take the ACT twice for free. Your counselor
can provide you with a fee waiver form.
Sending Scores – You may send scores to four schools for free when registering or until noon the Thursday after the Saturday
test date but must pay separately for each test administration you want sent to each school after that.
Data - Approximately 1.67 million students in the US high school graduating class of 2020 took the ACT test, an estimated 49%
of graduates nationwide.
● The national average Composite score for the graduating class of 2020 is 20.6.

What is Tested – Always take the SAT plus Writing as opposed to just the SAT. If you do not take the writing portion and later
apply to a school that requires it, you will have to retake the entire test.
Scoring – The SAT (ED Based Reading/Writing & Math) are scored on 200-800 scale with a top score of 1600. The optional (take
it) Writing section is also scored on the same scale. Like the ACT, the SAT does not deduct for incorrect answers so if unsure of an
answer go ahead and make your best choice.
When to Take - All tests offer their “Question & Answer” services (an additional fee) which will send you the questions/answers
for this test to help you study if you retake the test. This may be ordered when you register or after you take the test.
How to Register - Go to www.collegeboard.org. If you are on free or reduced lunch, you may take the SAT twice for free. Your
counselor can provide you with a fee waiver form.
Sending Scores – You may send your scores to up to four schools when you register. After that, for one fee you may send all
scores or just one administration to a school.
Data - Nearly 2.2 million students in the US high school graduating class of 2020 took the SAT test.
● The national average Composite score for the graduating class of 2020 is 1051 (1081 w/ essay).
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ACT / SAT Testing Dates - DEADLINES
Most schools will accept either the ACT or the SAT. It is advisable to take both, regardless of where
you are applying. Students may do better on one test rather than the other and there is no way to
predict which will be better for an individual student.
If a student takes the ACT and/or the SAT more than once, colleges/universities will use the highest
score for admission purposes. A student who scores similarly on a couple of different
administrations will probably not score much differently on the next test session unless something
has happened in the meantime, i.e. another semester of school, working through one of the study
guides, etc.
Register at www.actstudent.org - Coppell School code is 441485
Test Date

Registration Deadline

(Late Fee Required)

June 12, 2021

May 7

May 21

July 17, 2021

June 18

June 25

September 11, 2021

August 6

August 20

October 23, 2021

September 17

October 1

December 11, 2021

November 5

November 19

February 12, 2022

January 7

January 21

April 2, 2022

February 25

March 11

June 11, 2022

May 6

May 20

July 16, 2022

June 17

June 24

Register at www.collegeboard.org - Coppell School code is 441485
Test Date

Registration Deadline

(Late Fee Required)

May 8, 2021

April 8

April 27

June 5, 2021

May 6

May 26

August 28, 2021
October 2, 2021
December 4, 2021
March 12, 2022

2021-2022 SAT Administration Dates (anticipated)

May 7, 2022
June 2, 2022

March = usually given at Coppell High School

SOPHOMORE
YEAR
Oct
PSAT
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Oct
PSAT

Suggested ACT/SAT Junior/Senior Timeline
JUNIOR
SENIOR
YEAR
YEAR
Dec
Feb
Mar - Jun
SAT
ACT
ACT / SAT
If desired, take the test you
2nd time if
scored better on for admission
desired
and/or scholarships
(SAT CISD
offers)

ACT to SAT Conversion Table
SAT

ACT

SAT

ACT

SAT

ACT

1600

36

1250

26

900

17

1590

35

1240

26

890

16

1580

35

1230

25

880

16

1570

35

1220

25

870

16

1560

35

1210

25

860

16

1550

34

1200

25

850

15

1540

34

1190

24

840

15

1530

34

1180

24

830

15

1520

34

1170

24

820

15

1510

33

1160

24

810

15

1500

33

1150

23

800

14

1490

33

1140

23

790

14

1480

32

1130

23

780

14

1470

32

1120

22

770

14

1460

32

1110

22

760

14

1450

32

1100

22

750

13

1440

31

1090

21

740

13

1430

31

1080

21

730

13

1420

31

1070

21

720

13

1410

30

1060

21

710

12

1400

30

1050

20

700

12

1390

30

1040

20

690

12

1380

29

1030

20

680

12

1370

29

1020

20

670

12

1360

29

1010

19

660

12

1350

29

1000

19

650

12

1340

28

990

19

640

12

1330

28

980

19

630

12

1320

28

970

18

620

11

1310

28

960

18

610

11

1300

27

950

18

600

11

1290

27

940

18

590

11

1280

27

930

17

580

11

1270

26

920

17

570

11

1260

26

910

17

560

11

GETTING COLLEGE INFORMATION
COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVE VISITS
Many colleges will visit Coppell High School on recruiting trips. These visits are an important way for you to
discover information about a college and to establish a connection with someone at that campus.
Oftentimes, the school representative will be the person who will read your application and make
admission decisions. It is extremely important that you present yourself in a manner that reflects well upon
you and upon Coppell.
●
●
●

Keep track of the scheduled visits.
The visits are for you to learn about the school and to demonstrate interest. Gather some information about
the school prior to the visit, and ask a question showing that knowledge, i.e., “I’ve heard good things about
your business school. What kind of internships do you have available?”
If the school is one in which you have particular interest, make sure you introduce yourself and thank the
representative for coming.

EVENING PRESENTATIONS
Some colleges, either individually or in groups, will have presentations in the evenings for students and/or
parents. These can be very informational about the individual schools and about the college admissions
process in general. When we are notified, they will be listed in the CHS Counseling Newsletter. To find out
details on a specific school please visit their website or contact admissions. This is a great opportunity to
contact the office!

INTERNET
All colleges will have a website. Most sites are collegename.edu. Look for information on undergraduate or
freshman admissions. They will have information about their deadlines, financial aid and how to contact
them regarding a campus visit. Major Clarity has a great college search function, College Board also has a
SuperMatch. Once you do the search, you can select which schools to put on your “thinking about.”. Then, as
you make your decisions about where to apply, you can move those schools to your application list.
Join College E-Mail/Mailing lists! Colleges can view if you open your emails from them. It is a way they spy
on your level of interest.
Follow schools on social media! For example if you are interested in Debate at Dartmouth, follow them!
That shows interest, gives you a connection and can only help with your application.
*Make sure that your social media accounts portray your best self! Colleges do use social media to view
applicants.

COLLEGE FAIRS
August/September - Colleges That Change Lives (CTCL) is a group of 40 liberal arts colleges from around the

country. More information on the exact date and Dallas location will be updated on the CTCL website. www.ctcl.org
September - CISD Fair– Coppell High School will host the annual CISD college fair from 6-8. Over 200 colleges from
throughout the country are represented. The person representing each school
will be either an alumnus or an admissions representative. Date will be
announced.
November – A national Visual & Performing Arts Fair is hosted each fall by
the National Association for College Admissions Counseling (NACAC) of which
CHS is a member. The fair is typically in November at the Irving Convention
Center. Students may present portfolios, audition, interview, and gather
information. Registration/Info is at www.gotomypvafair.com.
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April/May– A National College Fair is hosted by NACAC each year. The fair is currently listed as Virtual for April 20th
& May 2. You may register at https://virtualcollegefairs.org/events

CAMPUS VISITS
When possible, visit a college prior to accepting its offer to attend. A college may look good on paper but
may or may not have the same feel when you are on campus. See the next page for additional information
regarding college visits.
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Factors in Selecting a College
The following are areas/questions to consider when researching your colleges. They may not all be
important to you but decide what is important and find out the answers to those. Use this or make a
checklist to ask when visiting a college or when attending a college representative’s visit to Coppell
High School. A point of emphasis - most students spend a lot of time researching the statistics on
incoming freshmen (SAT scores, G.P.A.’s etc.). Make sure you
also look at what happens as students graduate (second area
below).
●

ADMISSIONS

●

GRADUATION

●

FINANCIAL AID

●

SETTING

●

STUDENT BODY DIVERSITY

●

HOUSING

●

MAJORS

●

ADVISING / SUPPORT

●

CURRICULUM

●

WHAT MAKES THIS SCHOOL DISTINCT

●

EXTRACURRICULAR

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Early Action or Decision
Dates
Retention rates from freshman to sophomore year
6 year graduation percentage
Percent in jobs or graduate school within 6 months
Average size of debt when graduating
Merit scholarships
Separate application
Departmental scholarships
Percent of aid on the average that is loans
Deadlines – priority or otherwise
Surrounding neighborhood
Public transportation
Cars allowed
Racial and cultural
Gender
Commuter / residential
States and countries
Guaranteed and for what years
Percent that live on campus
Types of dorms
How many
Can I double major – what percent do this
How hard is it to switch majors
When do I declare a major
Faculty / Major advising program
Tutoring / Academic support program
Percent taught by professors
Average class size
What courses or areas are required
Credit for AP / IB
Research opportunities
Besides what most will say i.e., small classes, you’ll get to know professors well, study abroad
Clubs / Organizations
Weekend activities
Recreation facilities

Campus Visits
When possible, visit the campuses in which you are interested. The feel of a campus may be
different from the impression you have from talking to a representative, looking at their website,
and/or reading about it. It is very important to at least visit a school before accepting the offer of
admission.
When you visit a college, take notes on your impressions immediately after the visit. Do not let
weather conditions on the day of your visit affect your judgement. Pay attention to your feelings
about the campus, but also do not judge the college solely on the basis of your visit, remember the
information you found before your visit.
Before you go, call the admissions office to arrange a campus tour, an interview (if available), and
maybe an overnight stay. An overnight stay can be very beneficial in getting a feel for the campus.
Get detailed directions to the campus and to the specific building where you will meet for the tour. It
is best to go on a weekday during the school year so that you can see a campus full of people and
possibly attend some classes. You may not be able to see all your schools under these conditions, but
you will get a better feel for those that you can.
While there, take the tour, but also visit several classes and meet some professors from an area in
which you are interested (the admissions office will be able to set that up for you).
Also visit the student center, library, computer centers, academic support center, etc., if not included
on your tour. Most importantly, talk to as many students as possible. Get their opinions on campus
life, classes, activities, what they like/dislike about the school.
Choosing a college is a big decision. Gather as much
information as possible. The following are possible areas
through which to evaluate a school. Further information
to consider is on the previous page. Decide which are
important to you prior to your visit(s) and make sure that
you get answers and/or information about those items.

RETENTION– freshman orientation programs, percent of

freshmen returning for sophomore year
DIVERSITY– diversity of the campus, what cross-cultural
experiences are available
TECHNOLOGY– connections available in the dorms, what
computer labs do they have
ACADEMIC CHALLENGE – do students get to leave their “comfort zone”
ACTIVE LEARNING – when are majors selected, what internships are available
STUDENT-FACULTY INTERACTION – availability of faculty, opportunities for research with faculty,
average class size of freshman classes
CAMPUS ENVIRONMENT – what do students like about the campus, public transportation,
academic support, weekend activities (a commuter campus?)
OUT-OF-CLASS EXPERIENCE– community service, leadership opportunities, study abroad,
student organizations
POST-COLLEGE – career placement assistance, job placement percentages, will this school help
you get to where you want to be.
Juniors & Seniors may have two excused college visit days each year. These days must be used for the day
of the visit, not for travel.

Coppell High School

185 West Parkway Blvd. ~ Coppell, Texas 75019 ~ 214-496-6100

College Visit Form
Juniors & Seniors may have two excused college visit days each year. These days must be used for the
day of the visit, not for travel.
Date: ______________________
Student Name: ____________________________________________________________________ Student ID: ______________
College: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
College Contact Person: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Date of Visit: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Student Signature: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Parent Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

College Representative’s Signature: _________________________________________________ Date: ________________
College Stamp/Seal:

IF A STAMP/SEAL IS UNAVAILABLE, PLEASE ATTACH REPRESENTATIVE’S BUSINESS CARD OR
FORM WITH COLLEGE LETTERHEAD AND INFORMATION REGARDING THE VISIT.
THIS FORM MUST BE RETURNED TO THE ATTENDANCE OFFICE AFTER THE COLLEGE VISIT IN
ORDER FOR THE ABSENCE TO BE EXCUSED.

COLLEGE INTERVIEWS
College interviews are part of the application process for many selective schools. Very few of these
schools require an interview but list it as optional. This is the one area where when schools say it is
optional to do one, it is; but if one is offered then you would be expected to do it. When you see
comments like Princeton’s below that say: “we encourage applicants to accept,” then view those as
mandatory. The overriding thing to remember is that the interview can only help. Interviewers are
usually alumni who are working to get students from their area into the college thus will be an advocate
for you and even after acceptance can be a resource for further questions you might have.

Basic information about college interviews:
For colleges: add face to the application, may be way to gauge interest, opportunity to engage
WHY

alumni, when done by alumnus, it is a means to have a third party objective evaluation
For students: gain information about the school, another avenue to tell your “story,” opportunity to
demonstrate interest, preparation for life skill.

WHEN
WHO

Some schools will require that you apply first; others will schedule them prior to that, some as early
as the spring of your junior year as part of a tour of their campus
Usually an alumnus conducts the interview, but for some schools it is an admissions officer.

WHERE

Most often it is in the local community. For those schools where the admissions officers interview, it
may be on their campus and/or they may set aside time when they visit their recruiting area for
those that set up appointments prior to the visit.

HOW

Most colleges have their alumni organization do the scheduling. As a consequence many students
are not called for an interview, as there are limited spaces. Colleges want to make sure that
students know that if they are not called by an alumnus for an interview it is not due to a lack of
interest by the school, the school had nothing to do with the scheduling. They do not tell alumnus to
interview this student, but do not interview that one.

Here are some examples of how school interview procedures can vary.
Vanderbilt: (20% of applicants interview) Vanderbilt admissions officers do not conduct interviews, and interviews are not a

required part of the admissions process. Vanderbilt does offer interviews with local alumni as an optional component of the
application for admissions.
Princeton: (99% of applicants interview) Princeton tries to offer all applicants the opportunity to have a conversation with an
alumni volunteer. This is a chance for you to learn more about the Princeton experience, and for Princeton to learn more about
you. After you submit your application, a member of the Princeton Alumni Schools Committee in your area will contact you. The
admissions committee includes the interviewer’s comments in their review of your application. Interviews aren't required as part
of the admission process, but Princeton encourages candidates to accept the invitation.
Washington University in St. Louis: (Does not release percent that interview but say they are truly optional) Although
Washington University encourages you to visit campus and have an interview during your visit, it does not require interviews as
part of the admission application process. In addition to on-campus interviews, Washington University offers interviews with
alumni across the country.
Wellesley College: (40-50% out of state do alumni interviews) Wellesley conducts interviews both on campus and when their
admission counselors travel. Students do not need to apply to have an interview.

THINGS TO REMEMBER

Dress business casual
Time for proper etiquette
Be on time, if not a bit early
No resumes, transcripts
Act naturally
No eating or drinking
Opportunity to gather information, show interest, see how
you can get involved on campus
Shouldn’t be asked where else applying
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Applying To College
The best thing to remember is to BEAT deadlines, not Meet Them. There is not any forgiveness in the
college application process for those who do not meet deadlines. If you are not an organized person,
become one! Using the “My Colleges” form in this handbook or something similar is a must in helping
you stay organized throughout the year.

STRATEGY
Apply in fall if you’re the best candidate you’ll be – Halloween is a good target date.
Apply to schools of varying selectivity. Do not put all your energy and efforts into one level of school. Give yourself
some options when it comes time to make a decision.

Consider applying early if applying to selective schools. Some studies have shown that applying early is the same as
adding 100 points to your SAT score. By applying early, you will have a decision on that school or schools in December. This
strategy is the norm, not the exception for most private secondary schools in the northeast.

Apply early to rolling admission schools. You may apply any time to most schools in this category, but they will still have
financial aid and/or housing deadlines. They may also have priority deadlines; this means that you will receive first consideration
for housing and/or money.

BE YOURSELF. In your essay’s and on your application make sure you are YOU. That is what colleges want to see/hear from.

You do not need to be too polished. Admissions officers can tell the difference between an essay you wrote and one that you had
edited so much your voice disappeared.

APPLICATIONS
Always use the Common Application if a school accepts it as it is very difficult to support what you need
by other application methods as Common App schools usually require counselor letters of
recommendation. The Common Application is the only way we can send supporting documents
electronically.
1.

2.

3.

CommonApp.org - OPENS AUGUST 1st – Over 500 schools nationwide use this. Texas schools are Austin College,
Baylor, Rice, SMU, Southwestern, St Edwards, TCU, Texas Lutheran, Trinity University, U of Dallas, UNT, U of Houston, TTU,
UTD, UTSA, and UTA . You complete this one application sending it to any school that uses the Common Application. This
saves you, parents, teachers and counselors a lot of time. Schools that accept the Common Application do not give
preference to this form or their own.
ApplyTexas.org - OPENS JULY 1st - 60 public universities in Texas use this one application. Each school may have
different supplements and/or scholarships that you will also complete. Three ApplyTexas schools also use the Common
Application and require a counselor letter of recommendation (TCU, SMU, and U of Dallas). For those schools, it’s HIGHLY
recommended to use the Common Application, as letters of recommendation cannot be sent through the ApplyTexas.
School Application – Applications for schools that do not use the Common Application or the ApplyTexas are typically on
the school’s website where you may fill them out and submit them electronically.

Tips
Colleges may take 4-5 weeks to process your application. Do not be alarmed if their “status check” does not show
them receiving your information immediately as they get thousands of pieces of information and update the “status check”
manually.

CHECK YOUR EMAIL. Many schools use e-mail to inform you if parts to your application are missing and will also

communicate other needed information. Use the same email for all applications, check it regularly and use a “professional” email
name. One just for your applications is helpful….again, check your email. Colleges can view who opens emails and how long they
are viewed. If you are interested in a school do not ignore them!

Develop a resume. If you do not have a resume, create one. This will be helpful whenever you fill out college and scholarship
applications.

Keep a copy of everything. On occasion, a school may lose part of what you have submitted. Also, you may be able to
duplicate portions of one application to another.
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COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS
.

APPLICATION
Common Application - If one of the applications a college uses is THE COMMON APPLICATION,
then ALWAYS use THE COMMON APPLICATION as the way to apply. It assures your school records,
teacher and counselor recommendations will be sent through Major Clarity. As a general guideline, most
universities that use the Common Application require a teacher and/or counselor recommendation.

Apply Texas - All public universities in Texas use the Apply Texas Application. CHS teachers and
counselors DO NOT write letters of recommendation for public universities that use the Apply Texas
Application that do not require the . The universities for which a recommendation is not required are
usually large public institutions. Acceptance at those institutions is primarily based upon the student’s
ACT/SAT test scores, transcript and personal essay. Recommendations have little to no impact due to
the volume of applications they receive.

Own Application System - If the university does not use either the Common Application or the
Apply Texas Application systems, the university will have its own application on the university website.
CHS teachers and counselors DO NOT write letters of recommendation for these universities unless it
is REQUIRED.

Coalition for Access, Affordability, and Success - If you choose to use this application
platform please make sure the college is in the Major Clarity list. Materials will be sent to the school
through Major Clarity.

TRANSCRIPT
It is a good idea to view your transcript in HAC frequently. You are responsible for requesting your
transcript. Details on how transcripts can be requested will be available when we return to school.

ACT/SAT SCORE
You are responsible for sending your college admission test scores to the college you are applying to.
Test scores are not posted on your transcript per CISD policy. Visit ACT and/or SAT to send your scores
directly from the testing agency.
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Counselor Letters of Recommendation (LOR)
Some Colleges and Universities require a High School Counselor Letter of Recommendation. This letter is not a teacher
recommendation it is referred to as the Written Evaluation. The purpose is to provide context for extracurricular
activities, curriculum, extenuating circumstances and campus involvement. Each CHS Counselors has a form with
questions to help guide their letter writing. You can also set up a meeting with your counselor to discuss areas you
would like highlighted in your letter.

Learner FAQs
1. How do I know if I need a counselor LOR?
If you are using the Common Application OR you have a college/university OR scholarship requiring a
letter of rec - always fill out your counselors letter of recommendation form. Indicate in the form if the
letter is for Common App Schools, Scholarships or other applications. allows us to be able to fill out the
necessary reports that accompany your transcript needed for CA schools.
2. How do I ask for a counselor LOR?
Complete your counselors letter of recommendation process. Information is available in Schoology, on
the CHS Counseling website and in emails from your counselor.
3. When should I ask for a counselor LOR?
We ask for 4-6 weeks to be able to write a letter of recommendation. Below are our deadlines for
common application schools.
● September 15 for application deadlines in November or December
● November 15 for application deadlines in January
4. How will my counselor submit my LOR?
Counselors will upload their letter of recommendation directly to the school or to the applicant portal.
Typically letters of recommendation are sent with transcripts.
For any other special programs or scholarships, most likely the application will provide a place to enter
your counselor's email to send them a direct link to upload the LOR.
Rarely, you would need to provide a paper copy of a recommendation form to have the counselor fill out.
It may need to be mailed or returned to you in a sealed envelope.
5. How do I check on the status of my LOR?
You can check in with your counselor to make sure the letter was completed and sent. Again, please allow
4 - 6 weeks for your letter to be written and 2 weeks for the school to receive it.
6. What if I have changes?
Please make sure you notify your counselor of any change to deadlines or additional colleges that need
their LOR submitted. After your counselor submits your letter please inform them of any schools you may
have added so documents can be sent to those schools.
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TEACHER LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION (LOR)
Learner FAQs
1. How do I know if I need a teacher LOR?
In general, CHS teachers only write LOR for those universities that require a teacher letter of rec or a special
program such UT Honors College or scholarship.
For your convenience, counselors have developed a Quick Reference Chart with requirements for the top 40
universities that CHS graduates have applied to in the last five years. If the university is not listed on the chart,
review the Common Application Requirements Grid or the university admissions website. We always encourage you
to verify details regarding application requirements on the university website. The Quick Reference is also available
on the CHS Counseling website.

2. How do I ask for a teacher LOR?

*Note - You may only ask a max of 2 teachers for letters of recommendation. If you only need 1 letter, only ask 1 teacher.
There is never a need for more than 2 LORs for any college admission process.
Step 1: Ask the teacher in person, if you are able. If they agree, then move to the next step. If they are not able to
write a letter, say thank you and ask another teacher. Note: Teachers are limited in the # of letters they may write due to
other teaching responsibilities.
Step 2: Follow up with the teacher through school email and ask them what information they need from you in
order to write you a recommendation letter. Most teachers will require you to fill out a questionnaire.
Step 3: Once you have completed your applications, take the time to write a thank you note to your teacher that
wrote a recommendation letter on your behalf. It is a time consuming process that teachers go above their normal
duties to complete. Be gracious, respectful, and make sure to tell them where you end up going to college!

3. When should I ask for a teacher LOR?

You need to ask your teacher at least four to six weeks prior to your 1st deadline. Remember to include all sources
that need a recommendation letter at one time. For example, you may need a letter to be sent for Emory University,
and then two through separate email links for The Eugene McDermott Scholarship, and the Honors College at UT. It
is important to give your recommender an upfront picture of what they should be expecting upon agreeing to write
your recommendation.

4. How will my teacher submit my LOR?

During the start of school in the Fall teachers will be given information on how to submit letters for different
schools. Letters of recommendation are sent along with transcripts.
For any other special programs or scholarships, most likely the application will provide a place to enter your
teacher's email to send them a direct link to upload the LOR.
Rarely, you would need to provide a paper copy of a recommendation form to have the teacher fill out. It may
need to be mailed or returned to you in a sealed envelope.

5. How do I check on the status of my LOR?

The status will be marked submitted if the teacher has completed this request. Note: The deadline for teachers to
submit their LOR is the application due date, NOT the date you submit your application. Letters are a separate piece
of your application package. Common application deadlines are Oct. 15, Nov. 1, Dec. 1, and Jan. 1.
6. How do I request a LOR for a teacher that no longer works in CISD?
For a former teacher that no longer works in CISD you can add that teacher to your Common Application portal
or to your school specific portal to upload their letter.
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COLLEGE APPLICATION RESPONSES
Colleges will respond to an application with one of the responses listed below. If admitted, the school will also
send you a Financial Aid Award letter (or email) detailing any scholarships, grants, loans, etc. they can award you
to help you attend. For most schools this letter (or email) will come in the spring after the school receives the
results of the FAFSA form you complete. Be sure to pay attention to deadlines each school may have for
completing the FAFSA and any other information a school may request.
Students admitted under Early Decision (binding agreement) and who apply for financial aid will receive an
estimated financial award letter with the admission decision. Many such colleges will require the student to
complete the CSS Profile in the fall to help the school estimate financial aid.
The four responses a college could send an applicant:

Admitted

If you are admitted and that is the school you want to attend then let them know and cancel any other applications. The
sooner you let a school know you will be attending the earlier in the pipeline you will be for housing, etc. If you have been
accepted elsewhere, then let them know you will not be attending.

Denied

Students that are denied in an “early action” or “early decision” process may not re-apply for the “regular pool.”

Deferred

Students that apply through Early Action may be deferred into the Regular Decision pool though this is not the usual
process. Usually students that apply Early Action receive a definite answer one way or the other. If deferred however, the
student will be considered again during the school’s regular application timeline and receive another decision letter around
April 1 and then have until May 1 to respond.

Waitlisted

Some students applying to a Regular Decision school may be offered a spot on a college’s wait list. A wait list is a list of
students that school will go to if the school ends up having room in the freshman class after students respond by May 1. The
wait list is not a ranking of students but just a list from which the school will fill their freshman class if needed. As an
example, if the school offered admission to a female Engineering student from Montana and that person decides not to
come, the school might go to the waitlist to find another similarly qualified student. If a school goes to the waitlist for
additional students it usually happens from mid-May to mid-June.
The number of students a school pulls from a wait list will vary drastically from year to year depending on how many
students accept a school’s initial offer of enrollment on May 1. Schools may take nobody off a waitlist one year and a lot
another. Past history is not an indication of future likelihood.
What to do if offered a place on a school’s waitlist
● If you don’t want to be on the waitlist
●

o

Decline the offer and accept an offer of admission elsewhere.

o

Go ahead and accept another school’s offer of admission as that is probably where you will attend. If pulled off the
waitlist later on, you can accept that offer and notify the previous school you will no longer attend.
Let the “waitlist” school know you would like to be on the list. They will usually have a card for you to send in.
Write the “waitlist' school a short letter that you would really like to come there if accepted (it’s your first choice,
etc.) and include any additional information they might not have, i.e. any new awards/honors, activities. Additional
letters are not helpful – the school wants to hear directly from the student.

If you want to be on the waitlist
o
o

ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM OPTIONS
Some schools may offer programs/routes to admission if denied to the university. See examples below:
UT CAP Admissions - Coordinate Admission Program
A&M Alternative Admissions Decision

College Comparison Worksheet
REACH
Schools
Location
Size

-enrollment

Environment
-Type of School
-Setting
(rural/urban)
- Coed/single-sex
-Religious
affiliation

Academics

-Major
-Student Faculty
Ratio
-Research?

Housing

-Guaranteed
housing
-Good Food?

Facilities

-Classrooms
-Dorms
-Recreation

Activities
-Clubs
-Greek Life
-Athletics

Other:

TARGET

SAFETY

POST-HIGH SCHOOL INTERNET SITES
COLLEGE INFORMATION
Comprehensive Information
www.collegedata.com – great site for college information
www.ucan-network.org – a great source for enrollment, student body statistics on most schools
www.collegeresults.org – retention and graduation rates for all schools compiled by the U.S. Dept. of Ed.
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/ - One stop source of information to help students and parents plan, apply, and pay for college in Texas. Students
in Texas have many choices for education beyond high school. Options include four-year colleges, two-year colleges, and technical certification programs.

College Links
www.ctcl.org – Links to the small liberal arts colleges in the book 40 Colleges That Change Lives
http://www.everychanceeverytexan.org/about/scholars/ - Texas colleges and financial aid
College Applications
www.commonapp.org – The Common Application on line, do the on-line version, not the downloadable one.
www.applytexas.org – Common application for public Texas schools, also the scholarship application
www.eduinconline.com – Common Black Application, pay one-time fee of $35 and apply to 31 institutions.
ACT / SAT /AP / IB
www.collegeboard.org – SAT registration and information, AP Information, college search for mid-SAT ranges and AP scores accepted.
www.actstudent.org – ACT registration and information
www.collegeboard.com/satskillsinsight - Great tool to help you become familiar with the SAT, free
http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/apcreditpolicy/index.jsp - Colleges and their AP credit policies
Other
www.freerecruitingwebinar.org – Great information on recruiting and scholarships at all levels
www.eligibilitycenter.org – Athletes must register here in fall of senior year to be recruited
https://www.naia.org/landing/index - Athletes must register here in fall of senior year to be recruited, if playing a

sport at a NAIA university
www.nacacnet.org –college fairs, college space availability listings in the spring, see “student resources” tab
https://www.tccns.org/ - TCCNS provides a shared, uniform set of course designations for students and their
advisors to use in determining both course equivalency and degree applicability of transfer credit on a statewide basis.

FINANCIAL AID
www.StudentAid.gov/fsaid – Get your Federal Student Aid ID (student & parent) to sign and send the FAFSA electronically
www.fafsa.ed.gov – FAFSA online, basis for all federal financial aid
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/estimate – Fill out basic form; see the government’s Estimated family Contribution (EFC) for college
http://www.everychanceeverytexan.org/about/scholars/ - Financial aid links and many scholarships unique to Texas; click on Scholarships
&Aid / Scholarship Index
www.fastweb.com - Scholarship search engine, deadlines may be incorrect so look at each scholarship
http://collegecost.ed.gov – government site to compare college costs, find net price calculators for each college
www.collegenet.com/mach25 - Scholarship search engine; can do keyword searches for specific interests
http://www.blackexcel.org/200-Scholarships.html - Listing of minority scholarships
www.finaid.org - Excellent site answering questions about financial aid
www.studentaid.ed.gov - Information about US Government funds for college
https://www.goingmerry.com/ - Find and apply for scholarships
https://www.raise.me/ - Platform that helps 9-12th grade students, community college students, and college students (intending to
transfer to another 4 year institution) prepare for college by earning scholarships for their achievements in school.

JOB/CAREERS
http://www.bls.gov/oco - Occupational Outlook Handbook online which includes job descriptions, working conditions, training and
required education and earnings
www.doleta.gov – Great listing for apprenticeship programs
http://online.onetcenter.org - Career exploration: comprehensive information on skills, abilities, knowledge,
work activities and interests associated with occupations.
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FINANCIAL AID TERMINOLOGY
Financial aid -

Money to help pay for college or career school. Grants, work-study, loans, and scholarships
help make college or career school affordable.

FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid – This form is the basis for all federal aid (Pell Grants,

Work-Study, and Stafford Loans). It should be filled out in October of a student’s senior year. It is filled out at
www.fafsa.ed.gov.

FSA ID – For those familiar with the PIN needed to electronically sign the FAFSA it is now called the FSA ID.
This ID is needed to access the Federal Aid website, complete the FAFSA and send it electronically. You may
obtain a FSA ID at www.StudentAid.gov/fsaid.

SAR – Student Aid Report – a report summarizing the

information you submitted through the FAFSA. When a
student receives this, it must be checked over for any
submission errors that may be noted. A student’s
Expected Family Contribution (EFC) will be printed on
the document.

EFC – Expected Family Contribution – the amount of

money a family is expected to contribute to a student’s
education which is determined by the federal
government based upon information submitted
through the FAFSA. The EFC is sent to schools you tell the government to and is the basis for much of the
financial aid the school(s) will award.

Financial Need – The difference between the cost of attendance and the amount you and your family are
expected to contribute (the difference between Cost of Attendance and EFC).

FAFSA4caster – To estimate federal aid go to https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/estimate and complete the
form there. The tinyurl for it is www.tinyurl.com/FAFSAEstimate.

CSS Profile – Financial aid application that is required in addition to the FAFSA by some select schools.
Register for it in the fall and for most schools you will complete it in the fall as well.

Grant - A grant is a form of financial aid that doesn’t have to be repaid.
Pell Grant – From the federal government through the FAFSA, does not need to be repaid. Money is sent to
the institution a student attends to be credited against expenses that are incurred.

Work-Study – eligibility is determined through the FAFSA. If eligible, a student has a job on campus that is
paid for by the federal government.

Loan - Borrowing money to attend a college or career school. Must be repaid as well as interest that accrues.
It is important to understand your repayment options.
Stafford Loan – Federal loan through the FAFSA which must be paid back. A subsidized loan means the

government pays the interest on the loan while the student is in school while for an unsubsidized loan the
interest accrues. Both must be paid back usually starting about six months after graduation. To see what your
postgraduate payments will look like, go to www.finaid.org.

Scholarship - Many nonprofit and private organizations offer scholarships to help students pay for college

or career school. This type of free money, which is sometimes based on:
●
academic merit (ex. test scores, GPA, etc.)
●
talent (ex. athletics, fine arts, etc.)
●
particular area of study
A scholarship might cover the entire cost of your tuition, or it might be a one-time award of a few hundred
dollars. Either way, it’s worth applying for, because it’ll help reduce the cost of your education.

Merit-Based Scholarship - Type of scholarship not awarded based on need, but aimed for

high-achieving students: academics, test scores, extracurricular activities, leadership activities, community
service, excellence. There are two main types: directly by schools or private scholarships.

Award Letter – Colleges send each accepted student a letter detailing the financial aid package that they

can provide to help you attend. Review such letters carefully as two schools may offer the same amount of
money but one may have a lot more loans than another. You do not have to accept the money that is offered if
you do not want to (loans, work-study, etc.). Each school will have specific instructions that you will need to
follow.

Cost of Attendance – The total cost to attend school for one year. This usually includes tuition, fees,
room, board, books, supplies, travel and personal expenses and varies from school to school.

Need Analysis – Process of determining the demonstrated need of an applicant for financial aid.
Undergraduate Student – Student that is enrolled in a postsecondary institution who has not earned a
first degree (this would include all graduating high school students).

MONEY

90% of financial aid to help students attend college comes from the federal government or the

school a student attends. Thus is it very important that a student research financial aid/scholarships at
the colleges/universities to which the student is applying. The rest of financial aid comes from private
scholarships and state aid.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Apply – starting October of senior year
Research Early – at any time use the FAFSA 4caster to receive an estimate of federal aid:

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/estimate or www.tinyurl.com/FAFSAEstimate.

Two parts to completing the FAFSA
●

●

FSA ID - You and a parent will need a FSA ID number to sign electronically the FAFSA form described
next. Do that at www.StudentAid.gov/fsaid at any time but doing no later than September will have
you ready to sign in October.
FAFSA – The FAFSA is a form a student and parents fill out detailing family finances and is the basis
for all federal aid such as work-study, Pell grants and Stafford loans. It may be completed starting in
October of the senior year. The form is free and may be accessed at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

SCHOOL FINANCIAL AID / SCHOLARSHIPS
Apply – in fall of senior year at the same time as applying for admission
Research Early – Each school is required to have a “Net Price Calculator.” It will give a student an estimate of

financial aid the school may provide.

Types of Aid
●
●

Need Based – All colleges will offer need-based aid through the FAFSA. You will need to have your
FAFSA information sent to each college. Many schools will also award need-based money in the form of
grants.
Merit Based – Some colleges will offer merit money. There are two types of merit aid:
○ Selective – very competitive with deadlines usually during the fall semester
○ Automatic – usually based upon G.P.A. and/or ACT/SAT scores

PRIVATE SCHOLARSHIPS
Apply – Most are done during the senior year, though there are a few
that could be done earlier.

Research Early – Searches may be done at any time as
requirements and processes rarely change much from year to year.
Thus, a list can be ready prior to the senior year.
National Scholarships - Many private organizations and

companies offer educational assistance through scholarships. These
scholarships may be used at any university that a student attends.
Following are the two most complete and thorough databases for
national scholarships:
● www.fastweb.com
● GOINGMERRY.COM great website for national and local scholarships.

Local Scholarships – Check with local organizations/clubs for any scholarships that they may award. Groups
that contact CHS with their information will be listed on the CHS Website, Schoology and emailed newsletters
usually starting around mid-February.
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MERIT-BASED SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS
Many of the best merit scholarships at colleges/universities will have application deadlines in the
fall. This is another reason why it is important to enter the senior year knowing the schools to which
you will apply. Scholarships can range from a small amount of money to all expenses covered plus a
stipend and may be renewable for four years if a student maintains a certain course load and GPA.
Most of the scholarships listed below will require an application separate from an admissions
application. However, some schools will use their application for admission as their scholarship
application. You will need to check with each school to which you are applying to see what its
procedure is for scholarship applications. Most schools will list the scholarships they offer on their
website. Usually you can click the “prospective student” tab and then click on the tab that indicates
information about their scholarships.
Not all schools offer merit scholarships, but all schools will offer need-based aid. Need- based aid
can be money from that institution and/or money from the federal government and is based upon
your family’s finances. If merit aid is a necessity, be sure to research that when looking at schools.
The two types of merit aid are selective and automatic.
Selective - A sample listing of selective merit-based institutional scholarships and the 2021-2022 deadlines
are as follows:

School

Scholarship

Baylor University

President’s Scholarship

Davidson College

Belk Scholarship

Emory University
Hendrix College
Oklahoma University
Southern Methodist University
Tulane University
University of Arkansas
University of Texas – Austin
Washington and Lee
Washington University in St. Louis

Emory Scholars
6 Merit Based scholarships
Non-Resident Scholarships
Hunt Scholarship
Dean’s Honor Scholarship
University-wide Scholarships
University-wide Scholarships
Johnson Scholarships
Danforth Scholarship

2021-2022
Deadline
automatically
considered if
applied by 2/1
12/21 nomination date

11/15
2/1
12/15
1/15
12/5
2/1
12/1
12/1
11/15

Automatic - A second type of merit scholarships are automatic scholarships based upon G.P.A. and/or
ACT/SAT scores. A sample listing follows (there are others even at the institutions listed below). The money is
for one year and all scholarships are renewable. Each school has other scholarships that may be more than the
ones listed.
U of Arkansas
70% Tuition Waiver
3.2+ Core GPA
70% +
U of Alabama
Kansas State
U of Oklahoma
Mississippi St
Texas Tech
University
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Presidential
Purple & White
Non-Resident Sch.
Non-Resident Sch.
Presidential

3.5+ Core GPA
24 ACT / 1160 SAT + 3.5 GPA
26 ACT / 1230 SAT + 3.25 GPA
22 ACT / 1100 SAT + 3.0 GPA
34-36 ACT / 1500-1600 +top 10%

$25,000
$12,000
$9,000
$9,000
$9,000

STATE AID
Much of state aid is need-based and is contingent upon filling out the FAFSA form. To see a listing of the available
state aid go to the College for All Texans website and in particular:
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa.cfm?Kind=GS.
Also at this site is a net price calculator called “States Net-Price Calculator” that lets a student compare up to
three public Texas colleges at the same time.
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NORTH LAKE ADMISSIONS
Northlake College is now Dallas County Community College
Typically, 18% of the graduating class will enroll at a community college with the vast majority of
those attending Dallas County Community College. Students are encouraged to start the
application process for DCCCD at the beginning of February when CHS 7-semester transcripts are
available so that you will receive the maximum financial aid to which you may be entitled.
DCCCD Offers more than 100 majors featuring one- and two year certificates and degrees.

STEPS TO ENROLL
1.

2.

Complete admissions application at www.dcccd.edu (they prefer theirs but if you have already completed
the ApplyTexas application you may use it) – you may skip this step and step 2 if you have taken dual credit classes this year.
a.
If you have taken a dual credit course you do not need to reapply
Complete testing - Take the TSI or provide an ACT, SAT or STAAR score that is acceptable –Refer
to the “TSI Testing” in this guidebook for details. See chart at the bottom of this page for acceptable NLC
scores.

3.

Provide proof of bacterial meningitis vaccination.

4.

Provide a 7 semester transcript (initial) and have the FAFSA results sent to them.

5.

Send a final transcript to show them that you have graduated from high school.

6.

Attend Freshman Orientation.

7.

Enroll for classes – usually starts around the middle of June.

Taking the ACT and/or SAT

It is advisable to take the ACT and/or SAT even though you may attend North Lake . The North Lake codes are 4141 for the
ACT and 6519 for the SAT. Entering those codes will send your results to them at the same time you receive yours, saving
time and money. There are two reasons for taking the ACT and/or SAT
1.
2.

If you transfer to a four year school and do not have enough hours (usually around 30), then that school may require the
test.
When you apply to graduate school and/or jobs in the future, it is possible they will ask you for your ACT/SAT score.

Dallas County TSI TESTING INFORMATION
ACT

English—19

Math—19

SAT

Reading—480

Math—530

STAAR EOC

English 2 - 4000 or higher

Algebra 1- 4000 or higher
and C or better in Algebra
2.

Composite—23

DALLAS COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID
NEED BASED AID
US Government aid such as Pell Grants, Work Study and Stafford loans – all are based upon the
results of you filling out the FAFSA
North Lake aid – they will also use the results of the FAFSA. Their main program is Rising Star. To be
eligible a student must:
●
●
●

Exhibit financial need (information from the FAFSA is used along with a chart of family income)
Complete application by the deadline
Graduate with an average of at least 80

SCHOLARSHIPS
Northlake has a wide range of scholarship opportunities that are administered through the Dallas
County Community College Foundation. They have a great website that spells out what those are
and how to apply. The following is a picture of that website. Their web address is
http://www.foundation.dcccd.edu. Once there, click on “Scholarships.”

TEXAS SUCCESS INITIATIVE (TSI)
WHAT IS THE TSI ASSESSMENT?
The TSI Assessment (TSIA) is part of the Texas Success Initiative program designed to help your college or university
determine if you are ready for college-level course work in the areas of reading, writing, and mathematics. If you are an
incoming college student in Texas, you are required to take the TSI Assessment - unless you are already exempt. Based
on how you perform, you may either be enrolled in a college-level course and/or be placed in the appropriate
developmental course or intervention to improve your skills and prepare you for success in college-level courses.

WHO MUST TAKE THE TSI ASSESSMENT?
Not all incoming students need to take the TSI Assessment. There are many ways you can be exempt. Qualifying for a
TSI Assessment exemption means that you can enroll in any entry- level college course without restrictions. In other
words, there are no prerequisites for enrollment in the entry-level college courses. In certain cases exemptions are
subject-specific, which means you may qualify for an exemption in one area such as reading but not in another area like
mathematics or writing.

TSI EXEMPTIONS
●

Scored a 23 or higher on the ACT composite and a minimum of 19 on both the English and math tests;

●

SAT administered prior to March 2016: Earned a combined (verbal critical reading + math) SAT score of 1070, with a
minimum score of 500 on both sections;

●

SAT administered March 2016 and later: Evidence-Based Reading and Writing (EBRW) minimum score of 480, Mathematics
minimum score of 530 (no combined score needed);

●

TAKS scale score of at least 2200 on the math section and/or 2200 on the English Language Arts section with a writing
subsection score of at least 3;

●

Veterans, active duty personnel, and a student who is serving as and, for at least 3 years preceding enrollment, has served as
a member of a reserve component of the U.S. armed services;

●

Transfer from another institution having satisfactorily completed college-level coursework; or

●

Enroll in a certificate program of one year or less (Level One certificates) at a public institution.

If you think you may be exempt, please contact an advisor at your college. For a complete list of TSI exemptions, visit
www.thecb.state.tx.us/TSI.

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU DO NOT PASS?
If you do not pass one or all parts (reading, writing and math) of the TSI Assessment, you may be required to enroll in
developmental education coursework or accelerated intervention before you can enroll in a college credit course for the
subject in which you did not pass. The TSI Assessment is an on-demand test, and you may retake it at any time to
determine your college readiness. Remember, developmental education courses and interventions often cost the same
as a college-level course but do not count towards a certificate or degree program and do not transfer. It is best to
avoid developmental education all together by becoming college ready in high school or before enrolling in at a college
or university.

NCAA DIVISION I AND II Eligibility
JUNIOR YEAR
●
●

●

Register at www.eligibilitycenter.org during your junior year. Once there, create a
“Certification Account” if wanting to compete at a Division I or II school.
Send them a six semester transcript (end of junior year transcript). Once you have registered
with the NCAA bring Ms. Ruedi your NCAA ID number. She will send your transcript at the end
of your junior year. If you attended more than one high school and/or North Lake you will need
to also send the NCAA those official transcripts directly from those institutions.
Send them your SAT and/or ACT score directly from Collegeboard or ACT. Order when you
take the test using their number of 9999 for one of four college codes or you may order later.

END OF SENIOR YEAR
Send final transcript to establish eligibility to play (order through www.parchment.com. – the same site you’ll use to
send your final transcript to the college you will attend.) If you attended more than one high school and/or North
Lake you will need to also send them those official transcripts from those institutions.
If you have questions about NCAA eligibility, call the NCAA Eligibility Center toll-free at 877.262.1492
or go to www.eligibilitycenter.org.

NCAA CORE COURSES
Students must meet the core-course rule. Core courses are required to be eligible to practice, play and
receive financial aid at a Division I or II school. 16 Core courses are required.
Student-athletes should check online to see the CHS list of approved courses by NCAA. None
core-course list means courses taken from that high school will not count toward NCAA eligibility.

GPA and TESTING
In addition to taking the core-courses a student must meet the GPA, ACT/SAT sliding scale
requirements for those courses. The ACT/SAT score is obtained by adding together the subtests
(SAT only Critical Reading and Math). The GPA is only for those classes that are used for the 16 core
courses.
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Division i academic requirements
College-bound student-athletes enrolling at an NCAA Division I school need to meet the following academic
requirements to practice, compete and receive an athletics scholarship in their first year of full-time enrollment.

Core-Course Requirement
Complete 16 core courses in the following areas:

MATH

ENGLISH

(Algebra I
or higher)

4 years

3 years

NATURAL/
PHYSICAL
SCIENCE

ADDITIONAL

SOCIAL
SCIENCE

2 years

1 year

2 years

(Including one
year of lab,
if offered)

(English, math or
natural/physical
science)

FULL QUALIFIER

ACADEMIC REDSHIRT

• Complete 16 core courses.

• Complete 16 core courses.

• Ten of the 16 core courses must be completed before
the seventh semester (senior year) of high school.
• Seven of the 10 core courses must be in English, math
or natural/physical science.
• Earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.300.
• Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score matching
the core-course GPA on the Division I sliding scale (see
back page).
• Graduate high school.

Full Qualifier
College-bound student-athletes may practice, compete and
receive an athletics scholarship during their first year of full-time
enrollment at an NCAA Division I school.

Academic Redshirt
College-bound student-athletes may receive an athletics
scholarship during their first year of full-time enrollment and may
practice during their first regular academic term, but may NOT
compete during their first year of enrollment.

Nonqualifier
College-bound student-athletes will not be able to practice,
compete or receive an athletics scholarship during their first year
of full-time enrollment at an NCAA Division I school.

International Students
Please review the international initial-eligibility flyer for
information and academic requirements specific to
international student-athletes.

Click here for Division II academic requirements.

ADDITIONAL
COURSES

(Any area listed
to the left, foreign
language or
comparative
religion/philosophy)

4 years

• Earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.000.
• Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score matching
the core-course GPA on the Division I sliding scale (see
back page).
• Graduate high school.

Test Scores
If a student plans to attend an NCAA Division I college or university in the 2019-20 or 2020-21 academic years, use
the following charts to understand the core-course GPA he or she will need to meet NCAA Division I requirements.
A combined SAT score is calculated by adding critical reading and math subscores. An ACT sum score is calculated
by adding English, math, reading and science subscores. A student may take the SAT or ACT an unlimited number
of times before he or she enrolls full time in college. If a student takes either test more than once, the best subscores
from each test are used for the academic certification process.
When a student registers for the SAT or ACT, he or she can use the NCAA Eligibility Center code of 9999 to send their
scores directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center from the testing agency. Test scores on transcripts CANNOT be used in
an academic certification.

Core GPA

SAT*

ACT Sum*

DIVISION I

FULL QUALIFIER SLIDING SCALE
Core GPA

SAT*

ACT Sum*

3.550

400

37

2.750

810

59

3.525

410

38

2.725

820

60

3.500

430

39

2.700

830

61

3.475

440

40

2.675

840

61

3.450

460

41

2.650

850

62

3.425

470

41

2.625

860

63

3.400

490

42

2.600

860

64

3.375

500

42

2.575

870

65

3.350

520

43

2.550

880

66

3.325

530

44

2.525

890

67

3.300

550

44

2.500

900

68

3.275

560

45

2.475

910

69

3.250

580

46

2.450

920

70

3.225

590

46

2.425

930

70

3.200

600

47

2.400

940

71

3.175

620

47

2.375

950

72

3.150

630

48

2.350

960

73

3.125

650

49

2.325

970

74

3.100

660

49

2.300

980

75

3.075

680

50

2.299

990

76

3.050

690

50

2.275

990

76

3.025

710

51

2.250

1000

77

3.000

720

52

2.225

1010

78

2.975

730

52

2.200

1020

79

2.950

740

53

2.175

1030

80

2.925

750

53

2.150

1040

81

2.900

750

54

2.125

1050

82

2.875

760

55

2.100

1060

83

2.850

770

56

2.075

1070

84

2.825

780

56

2.050

1080

85

2.800

790

57

2.025

1090

86

2.775

800

58

2.000

1100

86

ACADEMIC REDSHIRT

DIVISION I

FULL QUALIFIER SLIDING SCALE

*Final concordance research between the new SAT and ACT is ongoing.

NCAA is a trademark of the National Collegiate Athletic Association.
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DIVISION II ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
CORE-COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Complete 16 core courses in the following areas:

MATH

ENGLISH

(Algebra I
or higher)

3 years

2 years

FULL QUALIFIER
College-bound student-athletes enrolling
at an NCAA Division II school need to meet
these academic requirements to practice,
compete and receive an athletics scholarship
in their first year of full-time enrollment.
• Complete 16 core courses in the
appropriate areas.
• Earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.200.
• Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum
score matching the core-course GPA on
the Division II full qualifier sliding scale.
• Submit proof of graduation to the
Eligibility Center.

PARTIAL QUALIFIER
College-bound student-athletes enrolling at
an NCAA member school Aug. 1, 2021, or
later, that do not meet Division II full qualifier
standards will be deemed a partial qualifier.
All Division II partial qualifiers may receive
an athletics scholarship and practice during
their first year of full-time enrollment at a
Division II school, but may NOT compete.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
Please review the international initialeligibility flyer for information and academic
requirements specific to international
student-athletes.
For information on Division I, view the
Division I academic requirements flyer.

NATURAL/
PHYSICAL
SCIENCE

ADDITIONAL

2 years

3 years

(Including one
year of lab,
if offered)

(English, math or
natural/physical
science)

ADDITIONAL
COURSES

SOCIAL
SCIENCE

(Any area listed
to the left, foreign
language or
comparative
religion/philosophy)

2 years

4 years

TEST SCORES

DIVISION II

If a student-athlete plans to attend an
NCAA Division II college or university, they
should use the sliding scale to review the
core-course GPA and SAT/ACT score they
will need to meet Division II full qualifier
standards. More information regarding the
impact of COVID-19 and test scores can be
found at on.ncaa.com/COVID19_Fall_B.

FULL QUALIFIER SLIDING SCALE

A combined SAT score is calculated by
adding critical reading and math subscores.
An ACT sum score is calculated by adding
English, math, reading and science
subscores. Students may take the SAT or
ACT an unlimited number of times before
they enroll full time in college. If a student
takes either test more than once, the best
subscores from each test are used for their
academic certification process.

CORE-COURSE LIST
Student-athletes should check to see if their
high school has a list of NCAA-approved
core courses. No core-course list means
courses taken from that high school will not
count toward NCAA eligibility.

ONLINE COURSES/
NONTRADITIONAL
Nontraditional courses are classes taught
online or through distance learning, hybrid/
blended, independent study, individualized
instruction, correspondence or similar means.

Core GPA

SAT*

ACT Sum*

3.300 & above

400

37

2.725

730

52

3.275

410

38

2.700

740

53

Core GPA

SAT*

ACT Sum*

3.250

430

39

2.675

750

53

3.225

440

40

2.650

750

54

3.200

460

41

2.625

760

55

3.175

470

41

2.600

770

56

3.150

490

42

2.575

780

56

3.125

500

42

2.550

790

57

3.100

520

43

2.525

800

58

3.075

530

44

2.500

810

59

3.050

550

44

2.475

820

60

3.025

560

45

2.450

830

61

3.000

580

46

2.425

840

61

2.975

590

46

2.400

850

62

2.950

600

47

2.375

860

63

2.925

620

47

2.350

860

64

2.900

630

48

2.325

870

65

2.875

650

49

2.300

880

66

2.850

660

49

2.275

890

67

2.825

680

50

2.250

900

68

2.800

690

50

2.225

910

69

2.775

710

51

2.200

920

70 & above

2.750

720

52

*Full sliding scale research between the SAT and ACT is ongoing.

These types of courses may be acceptable for
use in the NCAA initial-eligibility certification
process; however, it is important to make
sure the nontraditional program has been
approved and appears on the high school’s
list of NCAA-approved core courses.

BE AHEAD OF THE GAME
If student-athletes want to get ahead of
the game, they need to register with the
NCAA Eligibility Center during their
freshman/9th year.
After college-bound student-athletes
complete their sophomore, junior and
senior years, it is important for them to
ask their counselor at each high school or
program they attended to upload their official
transcript to their Eligibility Center account.
For more information on Division II,
visit ncaa.org/D2.

Want more information? Visit
ncaa.org/playcollegesports.
Follow us:

@ncaaec

@playcollegesports

@ncaaec
February 2021
NCAA and Make It Yours are trademarks of the National Collegiate Athletic Association.

GAP YEAR
GAP year is where students postpone their freshman year one year and set up a program of study/experiences
before they enter college. The following article spells out the benefits of such a program for some students.
The following is reprinted with permission by the author, Robert Clagett. He is a former dean of admissions at
Middlebury College and former senior admissions officer at Harvard College.
As the cultural significance that we Americans attach to the college admissions process gets ratcheted up year after year, it
can frequently seem that where we go to college has become more important than what we actually do with the opportunity
once we get there. For some, getting into the perfect college has become an end in itself, rather than a means to an end, and
finally having the brass ring in hand can sometimes lead to a sense of letdown and even underachievement once they arrive
on campus.
But there are a few positive trends happening out there that may help us re-focus our attention on what should be the
educational goals of going to college in the first place. As reported earlier in this space, one of those is the burgeoning
interest that some students are demonstrating in taking a gap year between high school and college, voluntarily removing
themselves from the lock-step mentality that can too often characterize the high school experience.
It is by no means a new idea, and for university-bound students in some parts of the world, it is practically the norm. But
since the convention for most in this country is to graduate from high school in the spring and head off to college the
following fall, it has taken time for it to take root.
Gradually, however, this idea is catching on, and more and more students are stepping off the educational treadmill,
pursuing interests, talents, or jobs for reasons other than just helping them get into their college of choice, and reminding
themselves in the process of what their education is really all about. There has also developed a whole industry of programs,
books, gap year fairs, counseling services, and sometimes even financial aid to help students pursue their passions during a
year away from their formal education.
The reason for all of this interest is that much evidence has shown that students who take a gap year bring more to their
college experiences and derive more from them as well. What often happens is that students end up “re-inventing”
themselves during their gap year, discovering where their true interests and talents lie, and helping them bring a more
mature outlook to their education in the future.
There is even good news on the academic performance front, with several studies showing that students who take a gap
year end up doing better than their non-gap year classmates. At Middlebury College, for example, this was true even when
controlling for the academic credentials that gap year students brought with them from their high schools. On average,
those students have shown a clear pattern of having higher GPA’s than would otherwise have been predicted, and the
positive effect lasts over all four years.
So here, for once, is a college admissions trend that is a win-win for everyone involved. Most students who take a gap year
still go through the college admissions process when they are seniors in high school, then request a deferral of their
enrollment after they have decided where they would like to matriculate. But as long as those students are proposing
something worthwhile for their year off, most colleges are open to approving these requests, since they realize it can only
lead to a more focused and mature student body.
And for many students, parents and colleges, that would be a welcome trend indeed.

RESOURCES
Books:
The Complete Guide to the Gap Year by Kristin White
The Gap Year Advantage by Karl and Rae Nelson
Test Drive Your Dream Job by Brian Kurth

Internet:
www.GapYear.com
www.teenlife.com

Fair:
www.usagapyearfairs.org

Company:
Center for Interim Programs, www.interimprograms.com

THE WORK OPTION
At some point, almost everyone ends up in the workplace. No matter when you plan to receive that first
full-time paycheck, there are some things you will need to do to prepare yourself for the world of work. As
you progress through high school, take courses that will prepare you for college as well as a career. It is a
good idea to take college preparatory courses even if you are not planning on attending college right away
because getting a good education always pays off no matter what you decide to do. Work training and
work experience in high school will also pay off when attempting to seek employment after high school.

There are five steps in preparing for a career or for college followed by a career:
● TAKE AN APTITUDE TEST– The ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) is another good
●

●
●
●

test that can help with understanding your aptitudes and possible careers. You will have an opportunity
during the school year to take this during the school day.
RESEARCH VARIOUS CAREERS–Career books in the library as well as internet websites are great
resources for learning about careers. The “Jobs/Careers” section of the “Post-High School Internet Sites”
sheet earlier in this handbook has several web sites that you should explore. Job shadow when you get the
chance to see first-hand what a job is really like. Do volunteer work in an area of interest to see if that
occupation fits your talents and interests.
NETWORK – Become familiar with people in the industry of interest to you. This can happen through
research listed above, contacts through family and friends, and actual job experience.
CREATE A PORTFOLIO – Have on hand information that will help when seeking employment. This
should include items such as a resume, writing samples, transcript, letters of recommendation and portfolio
of work that you have done.
APPLY – Once you have an occupation in mind, set up interviews and fill out applications while still in
school. Have a plan set for after graduation

WRITING A COVER LETTER
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Address it personally to a person (not “To Whom It May Concern”)
Be brief
Introduce yourself to the reader
Indicate the position for which you are applying
Mention how you found out about the position (friend, newspaper, etc.)
Include something about yourself that will arouse interest about your experience and accomplishments
Request an interview
Sign and date

JOB INTERVIEW
●
●
●
●
●

Arrive early
Look your best and dress professionally
Be yourself – you are both deciding if you and the job are a good match
Speak up and furnish the interviewer with information needed to make an informed decision
Practice with a friend by going over the following common questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Tell me a little bit about yourself
Are you at your best when working alone or in a group
What are your career goals
What are your questions for me (always have some, show some knowledge of the position)

CAREERS WITHOUT A COLLEGE DEGREE
There are many jobs that do not require a college degree. Some require on-the-job training, apprenticeship
programs or a relatively small amount of training. However, keep in mind the following statistics from the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics lists the following careers as some of those that earn above average wages
with a small amount of training – from just a few weeks to one year. The wages listed are the median amounts
earned August, 2016.
Hourly Professions

$33.19 Aircraft Mechanics
$18.20 Auto Mechanics
$19.70 Automobile Body Repair
$20.24 Carpenters
$19.95 Chefs / Head Cooks
$18.23 Welders
$24.94 Electricians
$22.53 Firefighters
$24.34 Plumbers and Pipe Fitters
$25.44 Telecommunications Equipment
Installers/Repairers
$18.38 Carpet and Tile Setters
$26.88 Rail Transportation Workers
$23.05 Brick Masons and Stonemasons
$19.46 Drywall Installers

Salaried Professions – Some in this group are
salaried plus a commission.
$35,410 Appliance Repair
$23,200 Bank Tellers
$23,120 Cosmetologists
$51,270 Executive Secretaries / Administrative
Assistants
$48,560 Food Service Managers
$48,350 Paralegals
$57,200 Postal Service Carriers
$58,810 Police Officers
$40,990 Real Estate Agents

THE MILITARY OPTION
The military is an option for a career and/or money for college. Thoroughly research the branches of
the military in which you are most interested. Request brochures, talk to recruiters, and visit with
family and friends with experience in the military.

RECRUITER INFORMATION
Air Force

972.570.7151
3575 N. Beltline Rd
Irving, TX 75062

Marine Corps

972.221.6195
1148 W. Main St
Lewisville, TX 75067

Army

972.242.1710
2150 N Josey Ln, Ste 308
Carrollton, TX 75067

Navy

972.436.6527
1108 W. Main St
Lewisville, TX 75067

Coast Guard

972.506.3047
2240 Market Pl Blvd #100
Irving, TX 75063

U.S. SERVICE ACADEMIES
The service academies are four-year degree programs followed by a commitment of service. Acceptance
to a service academy requires a congressional or executive nomination by one of your U.S. Senators or
Representatives or the Vice President. Children of career or retired military personnel may seek a
nomination through the Office of the President. You are encouraged to pursue any and all of the
avenues to increase your chances of securing a nomination. Generally, the timeline to apply to an
academy starts in the spring of your junior year.
You will need to apply to the academy in which you are interested and secure a nomination.
Air Force Academy
www.academyadmissions.com
Naval Academy www.usna.edu
West Point www.usma.edu
Coast Guard www.cga.edu
Senator John Cornyn
www.cornyn.senate.gov/
Go to “For Texans, then “Students,” then “Service Academies”
Senator Ted Cruz
www.cruz.senate.gov/
Click “Services,” then click on “Student Resources,” then scroll down to “Nomination to Attend a U.S.
Service Academy.”
Representative Julie Johnson
Check website for additional information
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