
Donate a plant to a loved one or 
in memory of a loved one. The 
Coppell Outdoor Learning Area 
(C.O.L.A.) will have a designated 
site for the plants that are na-
tive to the Black Land Prairie. 
The names of those so honored 
will be listed on a plaque placed 
in the garden. Talk to any envi-
ronmental club member about 
donations. 

How To Contribute 

COLA: Not a Drink, 

but a way of lif
e. 

Contact Information 

Holly Hubenak 

hhubenak@coppellisd.com 

214-496-7170 

http://north.coppellisd.com 



Coppell Outdoor Learning Area (C.O.L.A.) is 
a nature area that allows students and the 
community to gain a better understanding 
of the environment and our responsibility 
to protect it. COLA is an on-going project 
created and managed by students at Cop-
pell Middle School North. Please join us to 
celebrate the accomplishments of these 

students and many volunteers. 

We can use the nature center for many 
different things. Classes will be able to go 
out and use the resources, or they can just 
sit and read. The nature center will also be 
open to the community so other people can 
come and enjoy it. There will be benches 
and a trail for anyone who wants to come 

and use the area. 

About Us Blackland  
Prairie 

Plants In The  
Nature Center 

∗ Texas Sage (Lencophyllum frutes-

cens) 

∗ Trumpet Vine (Campsis radicans) 

∗ Dwarf Wax Myrtle Dwarf (Myrica 

pusilla) 

∗ Red Yucca (Hesperaloe parviflora) 

∗ Indian Grass (Sorghastnim nutans) 

∗ Shurmand Red Oak 

∗ Bur Oak 

∗ Live Oak 

∗ MORE TO COME 

30-40 inches annual rainfall 

25,000 square miles 

 Topography of the Blackland Prairies re-
gion is gently rolling to nearly level and well dis-
sected for rapid surface damage. Elevation varies 
300 to 800 feet above sea level. 

 Average annual rainfall ranges from 30 to 
40 inches increasing from west to east. May is the 
peak rainfall month for the northern end of the re-
gion; however, the south-central part has a fairly 
uniform distribution throughout, the year. 

 Fairly uniform dark-colored alkaline clays, 
often referred to as “black gumbo,” interspersed 
with some gray acid sandy loams, characterized the 
area. Blackland Prairie soils once supported a tall-
grass prairie dominated by bluestems, sideoats, and 
switchgrass. Mesquite, blackjack, and post oak have 
invaded some areas severely. The fertility of this 
region makes it ideal for crop agriculture, although 
some hay meadows and a few ranches remain. 

 Isolates of the Blackland Prairies occur in 
the Oak Woods and Prairies region. These areas 
may be identified by their characteristics dark clay 
soil.  


