
STAAR FAQ 
 
The following list of Frequently Asked Questions provides an overview of the state's new 
assessments, STAAR, which were recently released to school districts. Much of the language is 
taken from a document highlighting the House Bill 3 Transition Plan included on the TEA 
website, also listed in the resource box. 
 
1. What is STAAR? 
The State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) are the new state 
assessments for students in grades 3-12. STAAR is replacing the Texas Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS). 
 
2. What is STAAR EOC? 
In grades 9-12, students will take 12 STAAR End-of-Course (EOC) tests throughout their years 
in high school. In order to graduate, students will be required to have satisfactory performance 
on all 12 STAAR EOC tests and have a minimum cumulative total in the four core areas of 
English Language Arts (ELA), Social Studies, Math, and Science. (STAAR EOC tests occur at 
the completion of the core courses and are required to earn high school graduation credits.) In 
addition to meeting a cumulative score requirement in each of the four core content areas, 
students on the recommended high school program need to perform satisfactorily on English III 
and Algebra II assessments, and students on the distinguished achievement program (DAP) 
need to perform satisfactorily on the college-readiness component of both the Algebra II 
assessment and English III assessment.  
 
The STAAR EOC tests will focus solely on the curriculum covered in that course. In contrast, 
the TAKS measured overall knowledge of the general subject, along with some specific 
questions from course curriculum. 
 
3. How is the STAAR different from TAKS? 
STAAR will be more rigorous as it is aligned to Texas’ College and Career Readiness 
Standards as well as the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS, which will remain the 
curriculum for Texas). The majority of the new STAAR assessments will test content 
students studied that year, as opposed to testing content studied over multiple years. 
Doing so will strengthen the alignment between what is taught and what is tested for a given 
course of study. 
 
4. Will the state’s curriculum (TEKS) change with the implementation of STAAR?  
No. The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) will remain the curriculum of Texas. The 
standards have not changed; however, which specific TEKS should be emphasized has 
changed.  
 
5. When will students start taking the STAAR? 
The new tests will be introduced in the 2011-12 school year for students graduating in 2015 and 
beyond. 
 
6. On what subjects will students be tested in grades 3-8? 

• Math and Reading (grades 3-8) 
• Writing (grades 4 and 7) 
• Science (grades 5 and 8) 
• Social Studies (grade 8) 



7. What are the tests for grades 9-12? 
• Algebra I 
• Geometry 
• Algebra II 
• Biology 
• Chemistry  
• Physics 
• English I 
• English II 
• English III 
• World Geography 
• World History 
• U.S. History 

8. How will the STAAR score affect my child's grade? 
The state requires that the STAAR EOC score will account for 15 percent of a student's final 
grade in the course. 
 
Note: In the case of courses that require two semesters, it is unclear, at this time, how the EOC 
will affect the overall grade since the first semester grade would already be established. As 
soon as we have an answer from the state, we will let parents and students know. 
 
9. What are the performance levels on STAAR? 
The state has established three performance levels:  
a.    Minimum 
b.    Satisfactory 
c.    College Readiness 
 
The state has not yet announced the cut scores that correspond with the three performance 
levels. 
 
10. When will the performance cut scores be announced? 
STAAR EOC performance levels will be set in February 2012, and reports will be available in 
June 2012, after the first May 2012 administration. 
 
Performance levels for grades 3-8 will be set in fall 2012 after the first spring administration of 
STAAR. 
 
11. What is required in grades 3-8 in order to advance to the next grade level? 
Since the state has not established passing standards, promotion requirements will not include 
the use of STAAR results for the 2011-12 school year. Other academic information (student 
grades and teacher recommendations) will be used for promotion decisions. 
 
After 2011-12, performance on the STAAR will be used for promotion decisions and, as was 
true with TAKS, students in grades 5 and 8 must perform satisfactorily on reading and math in 
order to be promoted. 
 
 
 
 
 



12. What is required for graduation? 
To receive a diploma and to participate in graduation ceremonies, the student must:  

• Complete one of the Coppell High School or New Tech High @ Coppell graduation 
programs. 

• Meet passing requirements on the State of Texas Assessments (see table below) 
 

Graduating Class State Testing Requirements 
2011-14 Pass all sections of exit-level TAKS 

2015 and beyond Meet minimum requirements on all 12 STAAR EOC 
exams and meet a satisfactory cumulative EOC passing 
score requirement in each of the four content areas 
(ELA, Math, Science and Social Studies) 

ELA Math Science Social Studies 
English I 
English II 
English III 
  

Algebra I 
Geometry 
Algebra II 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 

World 
Geography 
World History 
U.S. History 

 

  
 
13. Do the requirements differ according to the graduation plan? 
Yes. Different levels of performance on English II and Algebra II EOC tests will be required for 
each of the three graduation plans (minimum, recommended and distinguished). The state has 
not released the specific guidelines.  
 
14. When will the state's requirements regarding graduation go into effect? 
The class of 2015 will be the first class to undergo four years of EOC testing. Therefore, they 
will be the first class required to fulfill the state's new graduation requirements. Students 
graduating before 2015 will continue to take TAKS.  
 
15. Will high school students be allowed to retake STAAR EOC tests? 
Yes. Students at the high school level will be able to retake any of the STAAR EOC 
assessments.  (Students in grades 5 and 8 will be able to re-test in reading and math in order to 
meet their promotion criteria beginning in 2013 as the state is not offering re-test opportunities in 
2012. Reference question #11 above)  
 
16. How many more testing days will the STAAR assessment require? 
STAAR significantly increases the number of testing days at the high school level. Currently, 
there are 25 TAKS testing days, including exit-level re-testing. STAAR EOC will require up to 45 
testing days when it is fully implemented in 2015. (Note: Districts will administer 45 days of 
testing but that does not mean students will be taking 45 days worth of state tests.) 
 
17. How will the state modify STAAR for students with special needs? 
Testing accommodations will be made as needed according to each student's Individual 
Education Plan (IEP). 
 
As with current modified assessments, the STAAR Modified assessment will cover the same 
content area for grades 3-8 and for nine of the 12 STAAR EOC assessments, but will be 
modified in format and test design. Modified assessments are not being developed for Algebra 
II, Chemistry or Physics, as those courses are not required on the Minimum High School 
Program (MHSP), and all students taking STAAR Modified assessments are on the MHSP. 



The STAAR Alternate assessments will be very similar to the current TAKS-Alt assessments. 
Students will continue to perform tasks linked to the appropriate grade-level TEKS. At the high 
school level, assessments will move from grade-level assessments to course-based 
assessments.  
 
16. How will the state modify STAAR for English Language Learners (ELL)? 
ELL students will continue to take the Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System 
(TELPAS). There are plans to adjust items on TELPAS to align more closely with the rigor of the 
STAAR assessments. Plans are also being made for the development of linguistically 
accommodated versions of STAAR.  
 
18. Will STAAR EOC replace AP exams? 
No. Students taking Advanced Placement (AP) courses will be required to take both STAAR 
EOC and AP exams.  AP exams are national exams tied to Advanced Placement 
courses. STAAR is tied to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, and under new state law, 
passage is required for graduation.  
 
19. Can AP, IB, SAT, PSAT, the preliminary ACT, and Dual Credit scores be substituted 
for the STAAR EOC? 
Not at the time of this publication. HB3 specifically calls for research studies to be conducted to 
evaluate the relationship between student performance on the STAAR EOC assessments and 
student performance on tests at least as rigorous as the STAAR EOC assessments. Once all 
data is collected (beginning in the spring of 2012) and the analyses are complete, substitute 
assessment policies could go into effect for some assessments in the 2013-14 school year. 
 
20. How will the change to STAAR affect accountability ratings? 
The last TAKS-based school accountability ratings will be issued in 2011. Ratings will be 
suspended in 2012 while a new accountability system is developed. The new state rating 
system will debut in 2013. 
 
21. Has TEA finalized the details regarding STAAR? 
No. As of the date of this publication, the TEA is still developing policies and regulations with 
respect to STAAR. For example, final decisions have not been made regarding:  

• Scores needed to pass STAAR 
• Retesting schedules and guidelines 
• Clarification regarding which policy decisions will be left to individual districts 
• Tests required for students in middle school taking high school courses (i.e. Algebra I) 
• How final grades will be calculated given the state requirement that 15 percent of each 

student's final grade be determined by their STAAR EOC score (see question #6) 
• Specifics regarding special education modifications 
• Acceptance of substitute tests for STAAR EOC 
• Costs to districts to implement/administer the mandate 



Frequently Asked Questions About the Student Portal 
 
Q: What is the Student Portal?  
A: The Student Portal provides students and parents with online access to scores from the 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS), including TAKS-Modified (but not 
including TAKS-Alt) and the Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System 
(TELPAS) assessments.  
 
Q: How do I log in to the Student Portal?  
A: The login link for the Student Portal is located at 
http://www.TexasAssessment.com/Students. Once you click on the link, you will be taken to 
the Families tab of www.TexasAssessment.com. From there, you will be able to click on a 
link that will take you to the Student Portal login page. Enter the Unique Access Code and 
your student’s birth date as provided on the student’s most recent Confidential Student 
Report and you will gain access to the assessment data in the Student Portal. For more 
information about how to log in to the Student Portal, see the Student Portal User’s Guide at 
http://www.TexasAssessment.com/StudentGuide.  
 
Q: Where can I get more information about what my scores mean?  
A: The Texas Education Agency maintains a broad database of assessment-related 
documents for students and parents, including explanations of test results.  
 
Q: I’ve lost my Unique Access Code. How can I find out what it is?  
A: Contact your local campus for more information about how to replace a lost Unique 
Access Code. 
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