
Project-Based Learning 



What is Project-Based 
Learning? 

 
VRE Statement: 
 
Project-based learning promotes authentic and 
relevant learning experiences through 
standards based instruction. Students learn 
how to become critical thinkers, informed 
researchers, effective communicators, group 
collaborators, and informed decision makers 
while creating an authentic product. 



Why Use Project-Based 
Learning? 

•  Implements grade level 
TEKS 

•  Fosters active learning 
•  Develops critical 

thinking skills 
•  Connects to real world 

experiences 
•  Promotes research 

driven projects 
•  Improves interpersonal 

skills 



Traditional Classroom 
•  Although many teachers “do 

projects,” not all projects lead to 
learning. They might be busy work 
projects for the kids, but what do 
they really learn. 

•  Researching through books. 
•  In traditional classrooms, students 

typically work on simple 
assignments that emphasize short-
term content memorization; they 
work alone, write for the teacher 
alone, and rarely make 
presentations. 

•  Teacher centered 
•  Students are graded on individual 

performance 
•  Test and data driven 
•  Kill and Drill 



Project-Based Learning 
Classroom 

•  The focus is on helping students 
move through an inquiry process 
that stimulates their thinking, 
engages them in authentic tasks, 
and demands demonstration of 
mastery. 

•  Introduces a complex entry 
question that establishes a 
student's need to know, and 
scaffolds the project with activities 
and new information that deepens 
the work. 

•  Calendars the project through 
plans, drafts, timely benchmarks, 
and finally the team's presentation 
to an outside panel of experts 
drawn from parents and the 
community. 



Teacher Role 
•  Facilitates the learning 

process 
•  Promotes student 

collaboration 
•   Provides resources and   

guidance 
•  Observes and assesses 

progress 



Student Role 
•  Uses decision making 

skills 
•  Works collaboratively 

with other students 
•  Accountable for own 

learning 
•  Reflects and extends 

knowledge 



PBL in Action 
Click on the picture to watch a video of elementary 
students using project-based learning to follow the 
migration of the Monarch butterfly. 



PBL Assessment 

•  Rubrics 
•  Teacher Observations 
•  Checklists 
•  Rating Scales 
•  Anecdotal Records 
•  Benchmarks 
•  Photographs 
•  Student Interviews 
•  Video/Audio 
•  Soft Skills 



21st Century Soft Skills 
•  21st Century soft skills may be known as behavioral 

competencies, interpersonal skills, or “people 
skills”.  Soft skills are increasingly sought out by 
employers.   

Examples: 
•  Organization, Responsibility, Manners, Team 

work, Speaking, Citizenship, Attitude, Optimism, 
and more. 

•  21st Century soft skills that will be assessed at VRE 
will be:  Communication, Collaboration and 
Personal Responsibility. 



Project-Based Learning Research 

 
(Click on each title to access research and 
reports about the effectiveness of project-

based learning in K-12 education.) 

 
The Buck Institute for 
Education  

Edutopia 


