
Wednesday, December 05, 2007 
 
 
Dear Valley Ranch Parents, 
 
The 4th and 5th grade students are beginning an exciting new 
learning experience! 
 
Funded by a grant from the Coppell ISD Education Foundation, our students will learn new 
technology skills while they strengthen their reading, listening, writing, and oral 
presentation skills. They’ll use iPods to listen to digital audiobooks, write about their 
thoughts and reactions to the books, and compose scripts which they’ll use to create 
podcasts.  Next, the students will listen to their classmates’ podcasts, discover more great 
books to listen to, and learn how to blog with their classmates about their reading and 
podcasting experiences.  
 
The grant was written by Mrs. Keith, Mrs. Ross, and the 4th and 5th grade teachers, and 
was awarded by the CISD Education Foundation “Prize Patrol” on Nov. 14th.  It will fund 
the purchase of 25 4GB iPods and 72 digital audiobooks. The students have some input on 
the selection of the audiobooks that Mrs. Ross will order. Each student will learn how to 
sync an iPod, importing the book to the iPod so that he/she can listen to it.  
 
In order to be able to check out an iPod to use for listening to the audiobook, we must 
have an iPod Usage Agreement form signed by you. This form is included in this packet.  
 
If you should decide that your child will not check out an iPod, other arrangements for 
reading or listening to a book will be made, so your child can participate in the podcasting.  
 
In addition, to participate in the podcasting and blogging portion of the program, we must 
also have your permission for school level disclosure. If any change in your child’s 
disclosure status is necessary, you will receive another form to give the appropriate level 
of disclosure permission. 
 
We look forward to being able to announce our 1st podcasts very soon! Please return the 
attached forms right away. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Cynthia Arterbery 
Principal 


