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Waldrip’s Windup
Welcome back, and what an exciting first week of the school year! We are honored to
have you as a part of the Coppell ISD “family” and look forward to working with each
child as they grow and build an intellectual knowledge base for success. I would like
to thank our staff and the Coppell, Irving and Dallas Police Departments for their
assistance in making this first week run as smoothly as possible. I’d also like to thank
you, the parents, for being patient as we made needed tweaks throughout the week to
better serve you and your children.
Our community continues to grow which requires the district to make changes on how
we work with our learners to ensure they are getting the most out of their school year.
The innovation our district seeks in teaching our learners has landed us in the
Newsweek ‘America’s Top High Schools’ list and also the distinction of a 2016
National District of Character. I hope to see you at our many upcoming community
events, and I look forward to our future successes as a district and the individual
achievements of our learners.

#Firstday Photo Contest Winners

2Cool4School Award

Misty Eyes Award

2Cute2Handle Award

Juan Tavarez

Connor Timmerman

Vivi Fonte

Cottonwood Creek

Coppell High School

Cottonwood Creek
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Enrollment Update
Enrollment numbers for Coppell ISD have increased by approximately 194 learners since
the last day of school in June when we sent 11,966 learners home to enjoy the summer.
We anticipate the numbers will continue to grow in several areas over the next two weeks.
A variety of factors have contributed to the enrollment increases including an upswing in
the housing market with more developments being built across the district.

Celebrating 20 Years in CISD

This year we are celebrating the 20th anniversary of Cottonwood Creek Elementary and Valley Ranch Elementary. Three
employees have been with these two schools from the start. We give a special thanks to Hilda Herrera, custodian at Valley
Ranch Elementary, Dr. Andra Penny- Principal and Brian Choate a 5th grade math & science teacher at Cottonwood Creek
Elementary.

Hilda Herrera

Dr. Andra Penny

Brian Choate with Dr. Waldrip

Outstanding 4th-8th Grade Students Participate in 2016 Lone
Star Leadership Academy Camps
Ten students from across the district were selected to participate in Education in Action’s summer
2016 Lone Star Leadership Academy camps. The students underwent a rigorous selection process
including demonstrating academic success and leadership abilities, recommendations from an
educator, and involvement in school/community activities.
The Lone Star Leadership Academy experience provides a unique opportunity for outstanding
students to learn about Texas leaders and what it means to be from the Lone Star State.
Congratulations to:
Andrew Nelson - CMS East
Aidan Dwyer - CMS North
Erik Masengill - CMS North
Abigail Hendricks - CMS West
Varuna Ramanathan - Cottonwood Creek Elem.
Tyler Schweitzer - Cottonwood Creek Elem.
James Masengill - Denton Creek Elem.
Matthew Tindoc – Mockingbird Elementary
Sansdhitha Anand - Valley Ranch Elementary
Christopher Chen – Valley Ranch Elementary

Fall Sports Review & Game Behavior
Letter
There are a variety of sporting events this weekend you can attend to
show your support for the Cowboys and Cowgirls. (Letter from Dr.
Waldrip)
The Boys' Tennis Team will match up with Dallas Jesuit on

Friday, at Hockaday, beginning at 4 PM.
Varsity Volleyball will play in the Plano Tournament Friday and
Saturday, 8/26-27.
Varsity Football will take on the LD Bell Blue Raiders, at home,
on Friday. Kick off is set for 7:30 PM.
The Cross Country team will compete in the Waxahachie
Woodhouse Invitational on Saturday, August 27th at 7 AM.

Rave Reviews
As many awards and accomplishments of our learners and campuses begin accumulating this
school year, we’d like to take a moment and look back at last years’ achievements. Please see
‘Rave Reviews’ for further awards.
2016 National District of Character and three National Schools of Character
36 National Merit Finalists representing both high schools were named in 2016
Designated a 2016 National AP Honor school district by the College Board
Home of Richard J. Lee Elementary - Texas’ first LEED Gold Certified Net Zero Energy
elementary school
2016 State Champions in Boys Soccer and Discus (Track and Field)
Over $35,000 in grants awarded by the Education Foundation in 2016 to new teachers and
learners for innovative and engaging instructional lessons and to “jump start” classroom
resource purchases.
AA+ Financial Rating by Fitch and Standard & Poors in 2016

Coppell ISD Principal Serves as Association Region
President-Elect
Gema Hall, Principal at Lakeside Elementary, will serve as Region 10 President-Elect for the Texas
Elementary Principals and Supervisors Association (TEPSA). Officers from 20 TEPSA regions across
the state were installed at the association’s Summer Leadership Conference. TEPSA, whose
hallmark is "educational leaders learning with and from each other," has served Texas school leaders
since 1917. TEPSA has more than 5,900 members who direct the activities of 3 million school
children in Pre-K – 8th grade.

Texas State Board of Education selects Hero for Children
Recipient
Parent, Robert Monroe, was selected by the State Board of Education (SBOE) as a Hero for
Children because of his outstanding volunteer service to learners at Cottonwood Creek
Elementary. Fifteen nominated candidates from around the state will be recognized at the
September 16th SBOE meeting in Austin, TX.
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